FROM FR. TARAS
Glory to Jesus Christ!

And Jesus sid: "The Sprit of the Lord is
upon Me, because He has andnted Me to
preach good mws to the poa. He has snt
Me to proclaim release to the @aptives and
recoveing d sight to the blind, to set at lib-
erty thase who are oppressed, to proclaimthe
acceptable yar of the Lord" (Luke 4:18-19).

Welcome to the new Church Yea! Just as
we begin the advil year on January 1/14 with
gred anticipation and numerous plans, we
equally look forward to the start of the
Church year on September 1/14 with similar
anticipation.

Aswe know, the Church divides the year into
a number of important blocks of time, which
colledively is known as the Liturgicd cycle.
Consequently, we have the daily,

Hosts, Principalities, Dominions, etc. Tues-
day is assgned to the cmmemoration d the
Holy Glorious Prophet and Forerunner John
the Baptist and all other Prophets. Wednes-
day remembers the Precious and Life-giving
Crossand the betrayal of our Lord by Judas.
On Thursday we honou Saint Nichdlas the
Wonderworker, Archbishop d Myra and all
other sainted hierarchs. Friday we dedicate
to the Cross and Crucifixion d our Lord.
Saturday is %t aside for the honou of the
Holy Birth-giver of God and Ever-Virgin
Mary, the Holy Apostles and al the Saints.
Saturday is also the day which the Church
has designated for the remembrance of our
reposed loved onesin commemoration d our
Lord resting in the tomb on Saturday, the last
day of the week, the origina day of rest, at
the completion d His grea act of sacrifice
and ceah.

The yearly cycle is dedicated

weekly, yearly and Paschal cy-
cles aong with the various sr-
vices and celebrations that are
assgned to each ore of these cy-
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to the mmemoration o
spedfic individuals and im-
portant events in the earthy
life of our Lord or His be-
loved Mother. All immov-
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The Church day begins at sunset, or more
predsely, at 6:00 pm., not at midnight, as the
civil world cdculates the redkoning of time.
The daily liturgicd cycle begins with the
Vesper service, which is followed by other
services such as, the Hours, Complines, Noc-
turnes, Matins and Divine Liturgy.

The weely cycle is dedicated to the general
commemoration d certain individuals or im-
portant events. The first day of the Church
week is Sunday, which is always dedicated to
the glorious Resurrection d our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. Monday, on the other
hand, is dedicaed to the various ranks and
orders of the Heavenly BodilessPowers:. An-
gels, Archangels, Seraphim, Cherubim,

able Feast Days, such as the
Nativity of Christ fall within the yearly cycle.
The yealy cycle begins on September 1/14
and ends on August 31/September 13.

The Paschal cycle is a movable cycle de-
pendant on the date of Pascha. It begins in
late January or early February with the Sun-
day of the Publican and Pharisee ad ends
somewhere aoundthe 31st Sunday after Pen-
teast which usually falls nea the end of
January or ealy February, depending on the
date of Paschathe previous year. Every Sun-
day service falls within the Pascha cycle,
therefore we seethe name of the Sunday be-
ing cdled “ the # Sundg of Pascha”, or “the
# Sundy after Penteaost”, etc.



Our Lord made the puldic statement that He
came to “ proclaim the acceptable year of the
Lord" (Luke 4:19). Therefore, as we eter
into this new Church Year, it isimportant for
us to seeto it that the upcoming year is truly
an acceptable year of the Lord.

Yea after year, through her various cycles,
the Church provides us with other chances to
change our lives and make an effort to be-
come more like Christ. Do we make use of
these spiritual todls to truly try and emulate
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ?

At the beginning of the dvil year people
make numerous resolutions, which they in-
tend to fulfill during the upcoming year new
yea. The same shoud hdd true & we pre-
pare to enter into the fresh cycle of the new
Church Year. Let us al resolve to live a
more sound and complete Christian life. Let
us resolve to feed and rourish ou souls more
attentively during this new Church Yea. Let
us resolve to be more loving and caing of
our neighbou. Abowe all else, let us resolve
to make this a truly “ acceptable yar of the
Lord".
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CHRISTIANITY ISNOT A MATTER OF
PERSUASIVE WORDS-IT ISA
MATTER OF TRUE GOODNESSAND
KINDNESSTOWARDS ONE ANOTHER

REV. FR. PATRICK POWALINSKY

May the goodness and kindrness of our Lord
God ke with you aways! Our Lord God is
kind and good - but do we ever stop to think
if we deserve the goodhess and kindness of
our God? Could we ever be that worthy?

Sometimes we think we can call uponGod to
perform some act of justice on our behalf, bu
that justice because it comes from our own
limited and selfish viewpoint turns out to be
against what is best for mankind. Our pur-
pose is to be the heralds of God's goodress
becaise He provides justice and mercy to
those who are worthy of them. Our Christian
lives must never be lived in an atmosphere of
revenge against anyone, bu always showing
love towards one anather. The good things

we do for others, whether seen o unseen,
bring us many spiritual rewards. God bestows
them upon s, and through His giving thereis
a proclamation d His love, goodress and
kindness We dready know that owr God is
just and righteous, but to see&k revenge
through ou imagined "justice” is not the
Christian approach to God.

God Himself is good and kind to thase who
are e/il, and He waits for them to approac
Him with love and repentance, He is, after
al, a patient God who is dways realy to of-
fer His repentant people that same goodress
and kindress Remember how the Prodigal
Son in Jesus parable left his father and fam-
ily, and eventually ended up living a very
impious life, filled with evil and deceit; then,
after finally redizing the state he wasin - his
eyes were opened - he longed to return to the
goodress kindress and blessngs he had
known. The Prodigal Son knew in the depth
of his heat that our Lord God was gill good



and kind, so with contrition he returned hane
with teas of sincere repentance To his joy
he discovered that his earthly father too ac-
cepted im home again as his respeded son.
This truly was grea goodress and kindress
God Himself was pleased the prodiga re-
turned hame to live his life of goodressand
kindressto the full once aain.

Christ our Lord ded onthe Crossbecaise He
loved us all, and this ultimate a¢ of goodhess
and kindressdid na stop after His Crucifix=
ion. It still exists today as a powerful, adive
force because goodress and kindressis d-
ways the Way of God.

Let us aso be like the saints of our Church
who were indeed goodand kind. St Mark the
Monk d the 5th century wrote the foll owing:
"The saints offer repentance not only on their
own behalf, bu also on behaf of ther
neighbou; for withou active love they can-
not be made perfed. Sothe whole universeis
held together, and we are helped providen-
tially by one anaher.”

Are we, as Orthodox Christians, kind and
good towards one ancther? How good lave

we been duing the past days and weeks?
How kind have we been towards one a-
other? When was the last time we offered
some ad of goodhessand kindnessto some-
one we didn't even know, and this ad this
brought peace ad hqe to thisindvidual? In
such a selfless ad, it could be that this person
for the first time found a true Christian - in-
dedal, encourtered Christ through and in us.
When was the last time we told ou children
that. goodhess and kindness brings many
blesgngs, and that they too shoud be good
and kind towards al ?

Do we desire to see our God, and to behald
His mercy? Then be good and kind towards
everyone. As pious Orthodax Christians let
our days be spent in dffering goodress and
kindness towards one ancther, and we shall
see ad find ou God. Our goodand kind God
will reward us with his compasson and His
love. What a blessng! God will | ove the life
we live when we ae kind and good May our
goodand kind God be with you always!

Glory Be To God For All Things!
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FROM OUR PARISH COUNCIL
Glory to Jesus Christ!

With summer coming to an end, | would like
to welcome badk our parishioners from their
summer vacations for the final quarter of our
Parish Courcil mandate, and the start of the
new Church Yea.

The summer has e progresson two major
projeds; the Icon pojed and the refinishing
of the stairs. In addition to these projeds, we

had a“ green thumb” overhaul the plantersin
front of the durch, and dher gardeners
growing vegetables in the bad of the dhurch.
| would like to thank everyone who contrib-
uted time to these projects, our garage sade
fundaiser, ou feast day cdebration, and
other projeds in ou church ower the past
quarter.

With orly one quarter remaining in ou Par-
ish Courxcil’s mandate, we would like to con-
tinue to add rew and dedicaed members to



our Parish Courcil. Please become involved | look forward to seeing all members at the
in setting the diredion d your church. If you 3rd Quarterly meding.
are interested in working on rext yea’s Par-

ish Courcil, please make your interest known Ihor Triska, . N
to any member of the Parish Courxil or to the President, St. Vladimir’'s Ukrainian Orthodox
nominating committee Parish Couril
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THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS
September 14/27

by Metropolitan George Khodr

In the Holy Church we have twelve "master"
feasts, which include Pascha, Penteost,
Christmas, Theophany, the Exaltation d the
Predous Cross etc. The feast of the Exalta
tion d the Crossis an occasion where we re-
confirm that we have in-
herited the victory of
Christ - we became
victors with Him. We
| express our faith in the
. Crucified in  various
manners.

Liturgicaly, Wednesdays
and Fridays are dedicated
to the remembrance of
the Cross Greda Lent
projeds upon s the light
of the Cross as the place
where Jesus reveded His
victory over death.

Jehovah's Witnesses try
to mock us, saying that we cary the wegpon
that killed Jesus. They argue: "Does anyone
kee the pistol that killed his dear friend?"
We simply answer that the deah-weaponthat
killed the Master is our way to life. The
Crossis our Joy. Jehovah's Witnesss reped
the same @arors of Jews and Gentiles in the
past when Paul the Apostle debated them,
saying: "For the message of the Crossisfoal-
ishnessto thase who ae perishing, bu to us
who aebeing saved it is the power of God ..
But we preach Christ crucified, to the Jeavs a
stumbling Hock and to the Greels fodlish-
ness bu to those who are alled, bah Jews
and Greels, Christ the power of God andthe
wisdom of God" (1 Cor 1:18-24).

The Crossis our pride, by which we acept
the deah of the Master as the way to Resur-
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redion and urto the remisson d al sin. The
baptism which we undertook was described
by Paul as the participation with the Lord in
His buria and in the Resurredion: "Knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with
Him, that the body of sin might be dore away
with, that we should no longer be daves of
sin® (Rom 6:6). This is the ceiter of our
faith. Thisisour vitality.

If we place the Crosson the top d the Ico-
nostasis, we do so in order that the meaning
of the New Life shall stand before us and
elevate us to Jesus in hearen, that we may
forget al eathly cae. And if we make the
sign of the Cross over the baptismal water,
we do so in order that the power of Salvation
may descend upa the baptized through the
water he is being washed with. In ou
Church, every symbd has its own meaning.
When we Crossourselves, we ak the Lord to
send davn upon s the power of Salvation as
pictured in this symbadl.

Likewise, if we wear a Crossaround ou nedk
since baptism, we @nfirm our Christian faith
and that we are dtached to Jesus. Some may
wea a golden Cross which at times beaomes
fashionable. This coud have a much deegoer
meaning if the wearer held fast to chastity.
Let us move from visible deorations to in-
ternal decoration and have the Cross carved
in ou heatstoo.

When we Crossourselves over the face, chest
and shouders, let us fed the annection with
the Crucified One. We do this every time the
name of the Trinity is mentioned o glorified
in prayers because the Trinity dedded to al-
low the deah of the Sonto leal us all to eter-
nity. The true Glory descends upon s
through the death of the Saviour and through
our faith in Him.

Thisisour pride and power. Thisiswhat the
martyrs have delivered to us.
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SENIOR CYMK-UOY REPORT
Kez\Z 1kmkm@jbkim

Attention all CYMKivtsi!l This coming
year is going to be a lot of fun! To all
present and potential CYMK members,
registration will be on Sunday, Septem-
ber 12" after church. We will have our
Annual Meeting on Saturday, September
18™ at 4 pm followed by supper and
Vespers. Please let me know if you will
be attending!

This past summer, discussions were held
between Katrina Baziuk, President of St.
John's Senior CYMK, and myself. We
would like to have more joint activities
between Edmonton and Calgary CYMK
locals. There is a CYC Convention in
Edmonton from October 1-3 and it looks
like it's going to be a blast! Friday night
will be a Yarmarok, including a Zabava,
Saturday will be full of all sorts of activi-

ties, including Music Appreciation,
swimming and other activities at Millen-
nium Place in Sherwood Park, and on
Sunday there will be a Divine Liturgy and
Bar-B-Que lunch. Registrations for the
convention are due by September 24".
This will be the first attempt this year to
get Edmonton and Calgary together so
please try to come up!

We also talked about having a joint win-
ter activity...more info to come later this
year. If you have any other suggestions
let me know and | will discuss them with
Katrina (Baziuk).

I'm looking forward to an awesome year.
Hope to see you all there!

Yours in CYMK,

Adriana Lebedovich
239.8643
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Ehe mouths of babes

mom - you Know
it says in the

bible that we're
to love one
another?

by Roy Mitchell

--does that
include




ST. VLADIMIR’S UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH CHOIR

Kez\ Z knkmOjbk | m

St. Vladimir's Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Choir is looking for new members!! Please
come and join us upstairs to participate in the
Divine Liturgy through song. We have mem-
bers ranging from 10 to ?? If the music is
unfamiliar to you, you will be able to benefit
from the expertise of our seasoned members.
Everyone who loves our liturgical music is
welcome!
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This year the Church Choir is looking forward
to the visitation on November 7 by
Archbishop John and the Ukrainian Carol
Festival on Sunday, December 5 at St.
Stephen’s Ukrainian Catholic Church. We
will continue to expand our repertoire of litur-
gical music for use in our Divine Liturgy as
well as learning music specific to our holidays
and feast days. Please join us on Sundays
at 9:25 am in the choir loft!

Thank you,
Cathy Lebedovich

Director, St. Vladimir's Ukrainian Orthodox
Church Choir
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ST.VLADIMIR'SHOCKEY TEAM

Hockey season is here

- again, and al interested

&P players are welcome to

join  ou  competitive

league team. “St. Vladi-

mir's Hockey Club’ will be playing in

the Calgary Men's Hockey Assciation

2nd dvision (website:

www.cmhahockey.com). The @st is

$450 mer player for 34 games beginning
Sept. 15.
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If there is interest, we may also arganize
a Parent/Child hackey game and skate. If
you are interested, dease email me. Also,
if you are interested in ordering a “St.
Vladimir's’ hockey sweder arrange-
ments can be made for child and youth
sizes. If enough requests are received, a
grouporder will be placed.

Plesse mntad Arthur Boykiw a 275

7699 (h), o emal boykiw@petro-
canada.ca
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Director of Missions and Education
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
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Sessions:

Friday October 1, 2004 - 7:45 p.m. "The Tyranny of Sin and Death"
Saturday October 2, 2004 - 9:00 a.m. "God's Movements in Our Salvation"
Saturday October 2, 2004 - 7:00 p.m. "Our Response to What God Has Done for Us"
Thetrue Orthodax way of thought has always been historicd, has aways included the past, but has
never been endaved by it. For, the strength of the Church is not in the past, present, or future, but in Christ.




CONTACTS: FEES:

Glen Tacey: 403-934-4688 Retreat Fee- $ 200.00

Dennis Lipon: 403-933-4962 Deposit onregistration- $ 75.00

Lorne Cakins: 403278-0822 Balance $ 125.00Due — September 1, 2004

Morris Pawlyshyn: 403276-3129 Attention: Glen Tacey

Daniel Cojocariu: 403265-3493 C/O St. Vladimir’'s Ukrainian OrthodoxCongrega-
tion 404Meredith Road NE
Calgary Alberta
T2E 5A6

RV hookups are avail able.

ORTHODOX MEN'S SILENT RETREAT REGISTRATION
FORM

Please return this form with your cheque or money order payable to:

Orthodo x Men's Retreat

Registration for the retreat is $ 200.00 payable in full on registration: Enclosed: I

or

Payable as follows:

Deposit of $ 75.00 due on registration: Enclosed: I
Due by September 1, 2004 $ 125.00: Enclosed: I
Send attention: Glen Tacey - Orthodo x Men's Retreat

C/O St. Vladimirs Ukrainian Orthodo x Congregation
404 Meredith Road NE Calgary Alberta T2E 5A6

Registrants information

Name:

Address:

City: Province: Postal Code:
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THE SIMPLICITY OF PRAY ER

God wants us to prepare ourselves for
prayer. Before prayer we shoud prepare
ouselves and nd be @& a man who
tempts God.

This preparation isnot difficult:
it consists smply of humility,

sorrow for the wrongs we
have coommitted,

awish toimprove our lives,

confidence in God and His
mercy and

freedom from hatred of our
neighbour.

During prayer the chief things re-
quired are:

a realization of the presence
of God

attention to what we are say-
ing
sincerity and enthusiasm

If, while praying, we are purposely or
conscioudly distracted we becme like an
agnostic. “T hese people honou me with
their lips, bu their hearts are far from

Finally, it is necessary that we pray with
entire submisgon to the Will of God who
knows what is best for us. We must pray
with perseverance, which means that we
shoud continue to implore God's help
and gace aslong aswelive.
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In order that prayer, from a book o our
own, may be of red help to us and that
we may pray with care and sincerity, we
ought occasionally to sit down, in our
spare time, in meditation with our own
thoughts and think over the mntents of
our own prescribed prayers and let
ourselves experience the fedings con-
tained in them. When after this we
come to real or recite them in prayer, al
our thoughts and feelings evoked previ-
ously through refledion will be renewed
and hdd ou attention. We ought to
learn our prayers by heart for this
helps to prevent distraction. When we
have committed them to memory we no
longer have to troude our written prayers
for we will have, as it were, the prayers
with usat al timesandin every place

When we pray we ought to restrain our
mind from wandering or our fedings
from becoming cold or indifferent. we
shoud exert ourselves in every way to
maintain attention and to increase our en-
thusiasm. Remember that God daes not
regard the length o contents of our
prayer but its eanestness. The quality
of true prayer consists in the fact that
the mind during prayer is attentive
and the heart sympathizes with the
mind. When we speak to ou fellow-
human beings, we give them our whole
attention; how much more when we con-
verse with God, shoud we fix our mind
on Him aone! He or she who pays
withou devotion and yet looks for an an-
swer to their prayersis like an individua
who sows bad gain and anticipates a
crop d first-rate whed.
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We Learn To Pray by Praying. In this
the proverb hdds true: pradice means
growth and nd perfedion. Pray and
meditate often and you will delight in
prayer and meditation; pray and meditate
seldom and it will appea to you annoy-
ing and laborious. For beginners in the
art of praying, short and frequent prayers
are more profitable than long prayers
probably separated from one ancther by a
long period d time. Also asmall number

of prayers said properly is better than a
large number said hurriedly. We must
aways remember that prayer does nat
mean that we shoud just go through our
prayers, bu rather that we shoud experi-
encether contents in ouselves, and uter
them as coming from our mind and heat.
Remember never to pray for ourselves,
we may only pray for ourselves where it
will be beneficial to ancther individual or
cause.
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INMEMORY OF THE 50

MILLION VICTIMS

OF THE ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN HOLOCAUST

Compiled by Rev. Fr. Archimandrite
Nektarios Serfes
Boise, Idaho U.SA.
October 1999

AsiaMinor: 18941923
During 18941923 the Ottoman Empire
condwted a policy of Genocide of the
Christian popdation living within its ex-
tensive territory. Systematic massacres
took dacein 18941896 when 300,00
Armenians were killed throughou the
provinces. Massacres reaurred, and in
1909 government troops killed, in the

towns of Adana done, over 20,000Chris-
tian Armenians.

When WW1 broke out the Turkish gov-
ernment decided to eliminate the whole
of the Christian popuation d Greeks,
Armenians, Syrians and Nestorians. The
government slogan, "Turkey for the
Turks', served to encourage Turkish ci-
vilians on a pdicy of ethnic deansing.
The Genocide started from the border
districts and seamasts, and worked inland
to the most remote hamlets. Over 1.5
million Armenian Christians, including
over 4,000 bshops and piests, were
killed in this gep of the Genocide.

The Greek Christians, who had been suf-
fering from Turkish perseautions and



murders al the while, saw the Turks turn
more fiercdy on them as WW1 caneto a
close. On 9 September 1922, the Turks
entered Smyrna; and after systematicdly
murdering the Armenians in their own
homes, they turned onthe Greeks whaose
numbers had swell ed, with the aldition d
refugees who hed fled their villages in
Turkey's interior, to upwards of 400,0®
men, women and chil dren.

The 75th anniversary of the Christian
Holocaust was memorialized on 9 Sep-
tember 1997,the date in 1922 d the de-
struction d the dty of Smyrna. This
memorial honous the memory of over
3.5 million Christians who were mur-
dered by Turkish perseautions from
18941923. 3.5million Christians per-
ished during the first Holocaust of this
century. But the events of 1922 are not
an isolated incident. The &rocities com-
mitted by Turkish forces against a avil-
ian popuation began before WW1 and
have never ended.

Under the Ottoman Empire Christians
suffered a steady dedine. Forced conver-
sions to Islam, the aduction d children
to serve in the fanatical Janissary corps,
perseautions and oppession reduced the
Christian popuation. Oppresson intensi-
fied, leading to Genocide. Christian
clergy were a onstant target of Turkish
perseadtion.

The Ukrainian Holocaust of 193233

Sixty-five years ago, between seven and
twelve million Ukrainians were system-
aticdly and celiberately starved to deah
in Ukraine, the "Bread Baska of
Europe”.

Long before there was a Rusda, Kyivan
Rus (Ukraine) was a free ad fiercely
independent nation. Indedd, it was to
Ukraine that Christianity was first deliv-
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ered by St. Andrew - the First cdled
Apostle - and oy much later, from
Ukraine, onto Rusda. In the 13th cen-
tury Kvivan Rus was decimated by inva-
sions from Asia; and by the time the in-
vaders were driven back, the base of
power had shifted North to Muscovy.
For centuries thereafter, Ukraine was
subjugated to Tsarist Russa.

Communist forces eventualy captured
the land and orce again, as in the time of
the Tsars, Ukraine would become little
more than a part of alarger whole. But
as never before in their long history,
Ukrainians would be forced to pay a
dreadfully high pricein their survival asa
people. Stalin had an exceealingly low
opinion d peasants, for he considered
them to be incurably conservative and a
major barrier to revolutionary change.
And becaise Ukrainians were an over-
whelmingly pessant people, among
whom native nationalism was on the rise,
they were douldy vulnerable to his de-
signs. Ukraine continued to be aland d
innumerabl e vill ages of peasants working
the land, with the Orthodox Church and
traditional values dominating their lives.
The most galling for the Bolsheviks was
the fad that the peasant showed littl e in-
clination for sharing their dreams of a
Communist utopia.

Stalin's plans for industrial expansion
were based on the state purchasing cheap
grain, from the peasants, which would be
sold abroad at a profit; the proceeds
would then be used to finance the indus-
trilization d the nation. But the prices
that the state offered, often at one eghth
of the market price were so low that the
peasants refused to sell their grain. Infu-
riated, Stalin ordered an al-out drive for
total colledivization. All land and prop-
erty, including livestock, were to be taken
away from private ownership and given
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over to the state. Small farms were to be
incorporated into huge Colledives. The
plan was accompanied by such brutality
and haror that it can only be described as
war waged by the regime aainst the
peasantry.

Those who resisted most stubbanly were
shot. Others were deported to forced la
bou camps in the Arctic and Siberia
The rest were deprived of al their prop-
erty - including their homes and persona
belongings. In the winter of 192930
hundeds of thousands of peasants and
their families were dragged from their
homes, padked into freight trains, and
shipped thousands of miles to the north
where they were dumped amidst Arctig

many of them to move, Stalin dedded to
kill the dreamers instead; and h's wegion
of choice was a man-made, artificial fam-
ine, which was designed to eliminate the
troudemakers and force the survivors
into total, complete submisson. The
famine which occurred in 193233 was to
be for Ukrainians what the Holocaust was
to the Jews, and what the Massacres of
1915were for the Armenians. A tragedy
of unfathomable proportions, it trauma-
tized the nation, leaving it with deg so-
cia, psychdogical, pditicd, and demo-
graphic scars that it still caries to this
very day. The central fact abou the fam-
ine is that is did na have to happen.
Food was avail able; but the state confis-
caed most of it for itsown use. All crops

wastes, often withou food a shelter. Icr]
i

this way a large part of Ukraine
indwstrious and efficient farmersE:%
to exist.

When even these severe measures failed
to have the desired effect, the government
dispatched thousands of urban workers to
implement its padlicies in the vill ages.
Their eff orts produced pandemonium and
outrage. The most common form of pro-
test, however, was the slaughter of farm
animals. Determined nd to let the gov-
ernment have their livestock, peasants
preferred to kill their animals insteal.
Between 1928 and 1932 Ukraine lost
abou 50% of its livestock. Because of
poar transportation fadlities, much of the
grain, which was produced either spoiled
or was eden by rats. To make matters
worse, a drought hit southern Ukraine in
1931.

Ukraine @ntinued to resist and to drean
of a free and independent nation; and
since Joseph Stalin could na kill that
dream, he first decided to deport all
Ukrainians to ather parts of the Soviet
Union. Discovering that there were too

ere requisitioned by the Soviet govern-
sxt-gnd shipped elsewhere. This con-
n d food included seed, which
ended for spring planting. Any
man, woman o child caught taking even
a handful of grain from a government silo
could be, and often was, exeauted. In
Moscow a law was enaded stipulating
that no grain could be given to the peas-
ants until the government's full quaia had
been met. Gangs of party adivists con
ducted brutal house-to-house seaches,
teaing up floors and delving into well sin
seach o any grain. In fad, if a person
did na appea to be starving, he was sus-
peded o hoarding food.

Famine, which had been sprealing
throughou 1932 hit full force erly in
1933. Ladking brea, peasants ate pets,
rats, bark, leaves, and the garbage from
the well provisioned kitchens of Commu-
nist Party members. Whale vill ages were
erased. Cannibalism existed. At first
cannibals were shot on the spat, bu later
were thrown into concentration camps.
The most terrifying sights were the littl e
children with skeleton limbs dangling
from balloonlike @damens. Cordors of



troops prevented peasants from entering
cities. Such people were loaded orto
trucks, together with corpses, and
dumped into pits outside of the aty.

With the dimbing death rate during the
famine, pulication d death statistics was
forbidden by the Soviet government.
When deahs due to famine took onmajor
propations in Ukraine in 193233, fy-
sicians certifying the caise of deah were
forbidden to name the kill er - starvation.
The word " holod" (hurnger) was decreed
as counter-revolutionary, and no me
valuing his own life and those of hisrela
tives dared use it puldicly. When the re-
sults of the cansus of 1937, for example,
reveded shockingly high mortality rates,
Stalin had the leading census takers dhot.

Elsewhere there was no famine - much of
Rusdga proper barely experienced it - but
the borders of Ukraine had been seded
by the seaet pdice there was no escape.
The Ukrainians had been sentenced to
deah. Andthus, the greatest genocide in
history was systematically accompli shed.
A noteworthy asped of the famine was
the atempt to erase it from publdic con
sciousness the Soviet paosition was to
deny that it had occurred at al. To curry
Stalin's favour, for example, Walter Du-
ranty - the Moscow based reporter of the
New York Times, repeatedly denied the
existence of a famine in hs articles
(while privately estimating that abou ten
million people may have starved to
deah). For the "profundty, impartiality,
sound judgment and exceptiond clarity"
of his dispatches from the USSR, Du-
ranty received the Pulitzer Prizein 1932.

Y et, even to this very day, there ae those
who dny or minimize the Ukrainian
Holocaust to such adegreethat it is being
referred to as "the hidden holocaust of the
twentieth century”. In 1984 for example,
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a documentary film entitted HARVEST
OF DESPAIR was siown on Canadian
televison. This film won rumerous
prizes at World Film Festivals and a 198
Academy award namination; yet all three
top commercia networks in America re-
fused to show it. Asrecently as 1994, the
New Jersey state legislators were being
presaured to exclude the
Ukrainian Holocaust
from Resolution A-589
(The Holocaust Educa
tion Bill). Media cover-
age has been just as one-
sided abou the Gree,
Armenian, Syrian and
Nestorians  Holocausts
of 19841923 and, more
recantly, the Serbian Holocaust. The
atrocities against Christians - espedally
Orthodox Christians - continue to this
day!

Orthodox Perseautions Today

Of al the Christian confessons, it has
been the Eastern Orthodox Church,
which hes suffered the brunt of persecu-
tionsin the 20th century.

In the first two decales, there were mas-
saaes of Orthodox Greeks, Slavs, and
Armenians in the Ottoman empire, cul-
minating in the 1915genaocide of the Ar-
menians in Anatolia ad the nea destruc-
tion d the acient Assyrian community
in Irag. In 1923, the entire Orthodox
popdation d Asia Minor was forced to
leave their homes, bringing to a dose a
2000year Christian presence

During the Second World War, two
groups of Orthodox Christians were es-
pedally targeted for genocide by the Na-
zis and their dllies - the Gypsies and the
Orthodox Serbs of Bosnia and Croatia,
while the popuation d Greece, Serbia,
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European Russa, and Ukraine were des-
ignated by the Nazis to serve & dave la
bou for the Third Reich.

At the same time
the Orthodox suf-
fered in greaer pro-
portion to any other
Christian group at
the hands of the
Communists, who
sought to com-
pletely  eliminate
religion.  First in
Russa and Ukraine,
then in Eastern
Europe, in Greece
during its civil war (194549), and in
Ethiopia, the Orthodo« Church was the
principle target for attach, subversion, or
destruction.

Finally, the Orthodox of the Middle East
have found themselves caught in the
crosdire of the anflicts between Muslim
and Jew in Israd and the West Bank.

Between the tolls exaded from prisons,
concentration camps, forced marches and
exiles, warfare, famine, and lrutal mili-
tary occupation, it is reasonable to con
clude that up to 50 million Orthodox
Christians have perished in the first eight
decales of the twentieth century.

Even in the United States, where so many
Orthodox have fourd refuge, the Ortho-
dox Native Americans of the Aleutian
Islands were forcibly interned duing
World War Il and many of their churches
deliberately destroyed by the U.S. Army.

Unfortunately, the depth and range of the
Orthodox suffering throughou the world
in this century, remains largely unknown
and ureppreciated in the West.

1987- 1997

Harasgnent of the Orthodax Church in
the former Soviet Union continued
through the Gorbachev era. Many of the
churches suppasedly returned to the Or-
thodox between 1988and 1990were in
Western Ukraine. This was part of an
attempt by the KGB to sow open discord
between Orthodox and Cathdlics - only
100 churches were returned in Russa it-
self. The KGB continued to target Or-
thodox clergymen invalved in the strug-
gle for religious freedom and democrati-
zation; in 1990several prominent priests,
among them Fr. Alexander Men, were
murdered. It was only under President
Boris Yeltsin that full freedom was re-
stored to the Orthodok and aher Rusgan
based confessons.

The triumph d democracy in Poland has
not led to full religious freedom for
members of its 1 million strong Orthodox
minority. Although the height of anti Or-
thodox adivity seems to have peged in
1991 after several Orthodox churches and
a historic monastery were vandalized,
Orthodox continue to be viewed as sc-
ondclass citizens in Poland; where they
are described in aseaet Foreign Ministry
report as an "alien body in Polands date
organism’. Laws on religious educaion
in the schods have virtually established
the Roman Cathadlic Church to the detri-
ment of both the Orthodox and the Lu-
therans.

In Slovakia, the government in 1991an-
nourced its intention to review ownership
of the wunry's 125 Orthodox prishes.
Since that time, over 90 church buldings
have been taken away from the Orthodox
and given to the Cathdlics; and the Or-
thodox fave been bocked by locd offi-
ciads from constructing new edifices,
opening schods, or halding services.



The wars in the former Yugoslavia have
been disastrous for the Orthodox. The
Croatian government has all but liqui-
dated the Orthodox Church in its terri-
tory, beginning with the dynamiting o
the residence and library of the Orthodox
Metropditan of Zagreb on 11April 1992
Following the Croatian dffensive of fall
1995 and the departure of over 200,0®
Orthodox Serbs in Diocese in Krgina,
(which brought a total of over 800,0®
displaced Orthodox Christians), four dio-
ceses of the Serbian Orthodox Church
ceased to exist. In Croat controlled terri-
tory in Bosnia, the Orthodox Bishop d
Mostar was driven from his e and most
of the Orthodox popuation was expell ed.
Estimates are that over 154 Orthodox
churches in the territory of Bosnia and
Croatia were deliberately destroyed. On
March 25, 1999NATO began bambing
of Kosovo in Serbia. It is one of the
tragic ironies of History that Western
"Christian" nations have joined forces to
eradicate Serbs in Kosovo who are ac-
cused of "Ethnic deansing”.

In Turkey and Turkish occupied Cyprus
the paosition d the Orthodox continues to
deteriorate. Despite international, fami-
lies of those Orthodox illegally expelled
in the 1950s and 19®'s have never been
allowed to return to their homes, again in
contravention d the 1923 treay guaran-
teang their right to do so. On Cyprus,
450 Orthodax Churches on the northern
part of the island have been desecrated;
some have become night clubs, while
others have been turned into pubic toi-
lets. There is a sustained campaign to
entirely remove the last traces of the 2000
yea old Orthodox presence from occu-
pied Cyprus.

In Egypt, the Orthodox continue to suffer
from the many restrictions placed ontheir
ability to function in the eonamic and
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padliticd life of the wuntry. There are
many rules hindering their ability to buld
and repair churches, and they are increas-
ingly becoming targets for armed attadks
by Muslim extremists. In the past two
yeas, dazens of Orthodox villagers in
Upper Egypt have been murdered by Is-
lamic gunmen.

In India Orthodox Christians report in-
creased harassment on the part of both
Hindu and Muslim extremists, with iso-
lated attadks and vehement rhetoric de-
manding their removal from the Indian
landscape.

The Current Attitude of the American
Government

The government of the United States
prides itself onits commitment to defend
ing religious liberty. In the Middle East
and Eastern Europe, however, the United
States is ®e as uppating only those
churches who possess sifficient "influ-
ence' in Washington, while ignoring the
plight of the Orthodak. Events over the
last ten years have tended to confirm that
assesgnent.

During the 1980's, the Immigration and
Naturalization Service gave refugee
status to any Soviet citizen who applied
on religious grounds - except for mem-
bers of the Orthodoa< Church. The very
Church, which hed suffered the most un-
der Soviet rule, whase curches contin-
ued to be dosed and her clergy arrested
until 1988, was not considered to be a
"perseauted” church by the American
government.

After 1989 Orthodox Christians in bah
Poland and Slovakia warned the United
States government that they were "at
risk" asreligious minorities. In 1991the
Congressof Russan Americans prepared



-17-

two reports for the Commisgon d seau-
rity and Co-operation in Europe warning
of the dangers and asking that guarantees
be obtained for the rights of the Orthodox
in those nations. No action was taken,
and at this time there is no indication that
the US has pressed to secure the rights of
these minorities in either Poland a Slo-
vakia. Thereisaso noindicaionthat the
US has ever linked emnomic assstance
to either courtry or entry into the NATO
aliance with improvements in the situa-
tion d their religious minorities.

Despite the large amount of econamic
and military asgstance receved by Tur-
key, thereis noindication that the US has
ever been prepared to use this leverage to
seaure the rights of the Orthodox minor-
ity, even though Turkey is boundby its
own constitution and its international ob-
ligations to alow the Orthodox to main-
tain schods and aher institutions. In
contrast, US senators have often pubicly
and vccdly cdled for American asss
tanceto Rusgato be made condtional on
Rusga's acceptance of American Protes-
tant missonaries.

Perseaution and harassment of the Ortho-
dox continues because of a belief that the
United States is not interested in their
fate, and that America will not undertake
any effort (other than occasional lip ser-
vice) to seaure religious freedom for the
Orthodox. In turn, Orthodox leaders
aroundthe world are watching closely to
see whether or not future initiatives on
religious freedom which emanate from
the US are truly based on pinciple, or
whether American pdicy will be selec-
tivein terms of whois faulted and whois
exonerated.

The One, Holy, Cathdic and Apostolic
Orthodox Church hes suffered gredly in
this century, and continues to be amartyr
church in many parts of the world. If the
US choaoses to ignore this fad for paliti -
cd gain, then the cause of religious free-
dom - for al - will be gravely compro-
mised.

This information was borrowed from:

The Library of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church USA - Ukraine, A History
Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA -
Ukrainian Affairs Committee

3. The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian
Studies - University of Toronto

4. Ukrainian Orthodox League Bulletin -
October 1998

5. Gre&k Orthodok Diocese of Denver
Diocesan News: Dr. Nicholas Gvosdev -
August 1998

6. Federation d Hellenic Societies of the

Greder Batimore Washington Region:
Heritage Publicaions - 1997

(Editor’s Notes: We canot even imagine
"50 Million Victims Of The Orthodox
Christian Holocaust" nat to be the rrect
number, having learned from Alexander
Solzhenitsyn that more then 66.5million
Orthodox Christians aso perished from
1917and orward duing the times of the
Soviet Union. Sewndy, the New Mar-
tyrs of Serbia ae increasing, the killing
of innacent people, the destruction o
Churches, Monasteries, Cemeteries, and
homes, as well as a massve Kkilli ngs of
Serbian Orthodox Christians, and count-
lessmissng people.)

Holy New Martyrs, and Confessors of the
Holy Orthodox Faith, pray unto God for
us!

" < RX \KDD BRQ HW/\ RXAUMBQUUA/IRQVIQ \WH & KXURK DG \KDD QRAFRP H XQR SUD HJZIW
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Alberta CYC Conventio?

“Working together towards a better future!”

October 1%°3"% 2004
Edmonton, Alberta

CYMK Programming
(financial asgstance provided by Edmonton TYC)

Friday, October 1% “Sor ochynski Y ar mar ok”
St. John’s Cultural Centre 10611110 avenue
500pm — Social Hour
6:00pm — Dinner Theatre
9:00pm - Zabava

Thisisan evening wherefun isfor all ages! Dressup in your Poltava dtire & be prepared
to be whisked back to the vill age of Sorochynts where you never know what will happen!
You can wear your dance @stumes, or even just your Ukrainian blouse/shirt! Be prepared
to get involved & have fun!!

Saturday, October 2™ 9:00am — Molebin/Panachyda —St. John's

9:30am Registration/Continental Breakfast
Presentation of Camp Bar-V-Nok,
Kiev-ski-hi,OSVITA programs

10:15am — Opening of Convention/CYMK sessionsto
follow (Jr. CYMK will have an activity aswell!)

12:00 Luncheon

1:00 — 400 pm —MUSIC APPRECIATION (sponsored
by CYMK)

A variety of workshopsfrom bandura, to instrumental, even recrder for junior CYMK!
Learn Ukrainian folk songs, and liturgical music as well!

This workshop is open to everyone. It's objective is to bring Ukrainian Orthodox Y outh
together through ou rich music. Even if you are aurrently not involved in CYMK, we in-
vite you to attend! If you do nd spee Ukrainian, do na worry! Words will be in phoret-
icsaswell!
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Note: CY C general meeting happening at same time; some

CYMK delegates will attend general sesson for resolutions.

4:00 pm — “Sharing Our Gifts” CYMKivtsi share their

music with CYK and TYC attendees!

5:00pm —Bar-B-Que

6:30pm — CYMK goesto Mill ennium Place Spend the
evening in Sherwood Park swimming, skating, working out, playing volleyball! Don’t forget

your skates & swimsuit!!
Munchies/sing-a-long to foll ow

Sunday, October 3" —CYMK visitation to local parish

CYMKivtsi will be participating in the Divine Liturgy at a parishin
Edmonton. The objective is to advertise CYMK & its programming, share our gift of
singing with athers, and encourage other Ukrainian Orthodox youth to get involved with

CYMK! Locdion - tba

COSTS **
Friday Y armarok/dinner thedre & dance $25(for CYMK & $35for aduits)
Saturday (breafast,|unch,bar-b-que and

Mill ennium Placg $25

Total Costs $50¢*

** Through financial subsidy by Edmonton TYC, the weekend costsfor youth are:
Current CYMK members $10.00 New CYMK Members $25.00

(membership would have had to have been paid last year for curre nt member status)

+2: &1 $1<21( 0,66 287 21 7+,6 *5($7 ' ($/™ $ 5($/
¥$5*$,1 )25 <287+ $77(1' ,1*

5(0(0%5 72 6(1' ,1 5(*,675%$7,21 $6$ 3

Alberta CYC Convention
“Working together towards a better future!”

October 1%-3 2004
Edmonton, Alberta
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CYMK Registration

Name Age
Address

City Postal Code

Phone number e-mail

Are you currently amember of CYMK? yes no

If yes, which local ?

Do yau play an instrument (other than piano?) If yes, what?

Please bring instrument to convention!

CYMK MEMBER $10.00 NEW CYMK MEMBER $25.00

YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER BY SEPTEMBER 24" TO RECEIVE THE
SUBSIDY!!

Please make cheque payableto: UWAC, Alberta Prov. Exec.
Mail registration form to: 11024 — 82Ave., Edmonton, AB T6G 0T2

| F you are attending only the Satur day activities, please let us know!

QUESTIONS?? CONTACT KATRINA OR LESIA

Katrina Baziuk(assstant regional co-ordinator) L esia Pohoreski

E-mail Addresqes): (cymk convention advisor)
gody gd4@hotmail.com barvnok @shaw.ca

780 4573042 780 460933

No, you don't have to wait for the beep.
Just start praying




