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FROM FR. TARAS 

CHRIST IS BORN!   LET US GLORIFY HIM! 

I welcome this Nativity edition of our congregationôs Newsletter ï The Beacon.  

May it bring you comfort and spiritual joy as we celebrate the Incarnation of our Lord, 

God and Saviour Jesus Christ! 

Holy Scripture tells us that prior to the Incarnation of our Lord, humanity was held 

in captivity to the elementary forces of the world: ñSo we also, when we were children, 

were held in bondage under the rudiments of the world: but when the fullness of the 

time came, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, that he might 

redeem them which were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of 

sonsò (Gal. 4:3-5).  The Incarnation of Christ has set us free from this captivity.  His In-

carnation has not only set us free, it has also liberated us from the requirements of the 

Old Testament Law as well as brought about our adoption by God Himself.  Through 

this Divine adoption we have become the children of God and heirs of His promise.  

What greater reason do we need for rejoicing at this important time of year?! 

Yet, because of our fallen human nature, it is difficult for some to remain in the em-

brace of that great joy which is brought to each one of us as a result of Christôs Nativity.  

ñBut now, having known God, or rather, having been known by God, how is it that you 

turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which once again you wish to be 

slaves?ò  (Gal. 4:9).  Like that seed which falls upon the barren ground and quickly 

withers, the same holds true for many people who prefer to return to the influence of the 

rudimentary elements of this world as soon as possible after the joy of the Nativity has 

subsided!  Such people prefer to find fulfillment in the things that are from below rather 

than in the things that are from above.  These people are satisfied with being slaves to 

routine, to politics, to wealth, to their work or pastimes, to the pleasures of the mind and 

flesh, while overlooking the great height that they have been called to through their 

adoption as sons of God through the Incarnation of our Lord.   

As we celebrate this yearôs Nativity Feast and enter into a new year full of won-

drous opportunities to fulfill our calling to be genuine children of God, let us set aside 

all of those things and activities that detract us from achieving our potential of this 

highest of callings and which tend to constantly lead us away from that ñone thing 

which is needful.ò Let us truly rejoice at the Nativity of our Lord and may that joy 

abide in each one of us throughout the entire year!   

CHRIST IS BORN!  LET US GLORIFY HIM! 
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Excerpt from On the Incarnation 

By: St. Athanasius 

 

Who save the word of God Himself, Who also in the beginning made all things out of noth-

ing? His part it was, and His alone both to bring again the corruptible to the incorruptible 

and to maintain for the Father His consistency of Character within all. For He alone being 

the Word of Father, and above all was in consequence able to recreate all, and was worthy to 

suffer on behalf of all and to be an ambassador for all with the Father. 

 

For this purpose, then, incorporeal and incorruptible and immaterial Word of God entered 

our world. In one sense, indeed, He was not far from it before, for no part of creation had 

ever been without Him Who while ever abiding in union with the Father, yet fills all things 

that are. But now He entered the world in a new way, stooping to our level in His love and 

self-revealing to us. He saw the reasonable race, the race of men that, like Himself, ex-

pressed the Fatherôs Mind, wasting out of existence, and death reigning over all in corrup-

tion. He saw that corruption held us all the closer, because it was the penalty for our Trans-

gressions; He saw, too, how unthinkable it would be for the law to be repealed before it was 

fulfilled. He saw how unseemly it was that the very thing which He Himself was Artificer 

should be disappearing. He saw how the surpassing wickedness of men was mounting up 

against them; He saw also their universal liability to death. All this he saw, and pitying our 

race, moved with compassion for our limitation, unable to endure that death should have the 

mastery, rather than that His creatures should perish and the work of His Father for us might 

come to nought, He took to Himself a body, a human body as our own. Nor did He will to 

merely become embodied or merely to appear; had that been so, He could not have revealed 

His divine Majesty in some other and better way. No, He took our body, and not only so, but 

He took it directly from a spotless stainless virgin, without the agency of human father ï a 

pure body, untainted by intercourse with man. He, the Mighty One, the Artificer of all, Him-

self prepared this body in the virgin as a temple for Himself, and took it for His very own, as 

the instrument though which he was known and in which he dwelt. Thus taking a body like 

our own, because all our bodies were liable to corruption and death, He surrendered His 

body to death in place of all, and offered it to the Father. This he did out of sheer love for us, 

so that in His death, all might die, and the law of death thereby be abolished because, when 

He had fulfilled in His body that for which it was appointed, it was thereafter voided of its 

power for men. This He did that He might turn again to incorruption men who had turned 

back to corruption, and make them alive through death by appropria-

tion of His body and by the grace of His resurrection. Thus He would 

make death to disappear from them as utterly as straw from fire. 

 

Submitted By: Fr. Timothy Chrapko 
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A Message From the Parish Council President 

 

 

I am writing this article as I begin my second term as 

President of St. Vladimirôs.  I am honored to once again 

be able to perform this role for our congregation. 

 

Last year I feel we made progress on many fronts.  Parish 

Council started off the year by making a tough decision 

to demolish two of the four rental units.  We feel that the 

money spent on this was better than using the same 

money to bring the houses up to a reasonable standard.  

We had completed renovations and repairs many times 

over the years only to have renters damage the property 

and consequently leave them in worse condition.  I am 

happy to say that since these two houses were demol-

ished, we have had no issues with the properties. 

 

Our mission project continues to flourish.  Red Deer is 

looking to build a spiritual home in the next year or two.  

They are looking for volunteers with expertise in these 

matters to help move the project forward.  I encourage 

anyone with the required skills to volunteer to help this 

worthwhile endeavor. 

 

Our youth was very active this past year.  These are our 

future leaders and I am very excited to see them partici-

pate in our Church life and our community as much as 

they do.  I thank our youth for the active participation and 

look forward to seeing them grow and celebrating their 

accomplishments. 

 

Last year we performed some renovations to the hall.  

Some of the more noticeable changes are the floor in the 

hall, the painting of the hall and foyer, and new furniture 

in the foyer.  Thanks to UWAC and our maintenance 

committee for all the hard work.  Many others assisted in 

the selection of colours and coordination of the work.  

Thank you to all of you who helped with these improve-

ments. 

 

One item I would like to address in this report is mem-

bership.  I feel it is my obligation to advise all our mem-

bers of the fees we, the congregation, pay and how they 

impacts our financials.  Firstly, I want to say that mem-

bership isnôt for everyone.  I respect all of our members 

and adherents for the decisions they make.  Anyone is 

welcome to worship with us regardless of membership 

status.  What membership allows is participation in the 

decisions of the congregation and to receive the Visnyk, 

the official publication of the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church of Canada.  Membership is due immediately after 

the annual meeting each year.  Soon after the annual 

meeting we submit funds to both the Western Eparchy 

and the Consistory for each member we have.  We sub-

mit $15 to the Western Eparch and $64 to the Consistory 

for a total of $79.  Of the $150 you pay $71 remains with 

the local congregation.  If you are a member and decide 

not to pay, we carry you for two years. This means we 

could pay up to $158 dollars to the Western Eparchy and 

Consistory on your behalf.  I ask that you take this into 

consideration and pay your membership as soon after the 

annual meeting as you can. 

 

We are seeing many babies in Church recently.  This is 

wonderful news!  There are some changes that will be 

made to our cry room to accommodate the numbers of 

babies we currently have.  Our focus is for this room to 

be used for babies rather than older children.  My hope is 

we will soon have a church school for the older children 

to attend. 

 

Lastly I would like to mention that a sound system will 

be installed in the Church in the very near future.  This 

will allow amplification of both the Sanctuary and the 

Choir loft.  The cry room will have a speaker so that par-

ents tending to their babies will have the ability to hear 

the service. 

 

I wish everyone all the best for the Nativity Season that is 

fast approaching.  Please focus on being safe and in cele-

brating the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ!  Please ac-

cept the carolers who come to proclaim the Good News! 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Lorne Calkins 
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SCHEDULE OF JANUARY 2010 DIVINE SERVICES 

 
Saturday, November 28 to Wednesday, January 6 - Nativity Fast (St. Philipôs Fast) 

 

Saturday, December 26 - No Vesper Service. 

 

Sunday, December 27 - Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM. 

 

Saturday, January 2 - No Vesper Service. 

 

Sunday, January 3 - Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM. 

 

Wednesday, January 6 - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST -  

Great Compline with Litia - 11:00 PM. 

 

Wednesday, January 6 - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST -  

Nativity Divine Liturgy - 12:00 Midnight. 

 

Friday, January 8 - SYNAXIS OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS -  

Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM. 

 

Friday, January 8 - STEPHEN THE FIRST & GREAT MARTYR -  

Great Vespers with Litia - 6:30 PM. 

 

Saturday, January 9 - STEPHEN THE FIRST & GREAT MARTYR -  

Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM. 

 

Saturday, January 9 - Vespers and Confession - 6:30 PM. 

 

Sunday, January 10 - Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM. 
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Order of St. Andrew 
Calgary Chapter 

404 Meredith Rd. N.E., Calgary, AB. T2E 5A6 

 
Slava Isusu Khrystu! 

 
I am pleased to report on our 2009 activities, a year in which we celebrated our 10th anniversary as a 
Chapter.  During the year, we held three executive meetings and four general meetings.  We have 
twenty-nine members as we welcomed Pobratym Jerry Shuya into the Order.  We continue to enjoy 
the support of both our members and parish community.  
 
On May 7th, we held our major fundraiser of the year.  Forty-nine guests enjoyed a wonderful evening 
at the Executive Royal Inn.  Members of our Chapter and spouses, as well as other supporters, raised 
in excess of $3,000 for the St. Andrewôs College Chair of Liturgical Music Campaign.  
 
In 2009, we continued to organize our traditional activities.  On February 1st, we celebrated our parish 
Acolytes.  They and their families were treated to pizza and pop.  On September 27th we served pie 
and ice cream at coffee hour after church and as in the past, the community showed their appreciation 
for our efforts by donating very generously to support us.  Members of our Chapter formed an honour 
guard for Bishop Ilarionôs visitation on October 25th.  Our Chapter organized the observance of Re-
membrance Day on November 11th.  Our parish lay organizations and our youth participated with 
Chapter members and the community in marking this important occasion.  As in prior years, we placed 
Christmas and Easter greetings in The Herald and most recently participated in the 76th anniversary 
Famine Memorial by laying a wreath and forming an honour guard at the Calgary Holodomor com-
memoration ceremony.   
 
Two highlights marked this year.  In the summer, two of our members, Walter Holowach and Sam Le-
bedovich, were elevated to the fifth degree, the highest level attainable in the Order.  The other high-
light was the celebration of the Chapterôs 10th anniversary.  On Friday, October 23rd, we enjoyed a 
memorable evening with a fine dinner and wonderful company.  Out of town guests Bishop Ilarion, 
Deacon Michael Faryna, Pobratyme Walter Manulak and Maurice Bugera from the Supreme Execu-
tive in Winnipeg, as well as many parishioners joined us to mark this occasion. 
 
Our Chapterôs efforts have raised over $50,000 for St. Andrewôs College projects since our inception.   
 
On behalf of all our Chapter members, I extend a sincere thank you for your continued support of our 
initiatives and take this opportunity to extend our best wishes for a blessed Christmas and a healthy 
and happy New Year.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Amiot 
President 
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Sadochok 
 

The children of Sadochok have enjoyed an engaging first term.  Pani Olena Kanevska is teaching this 

year with Pani Valentyna Pershyna assisting her.  Their wonderful energy and love for the children pro-

vide an extraordinary learning environment for our preschoolers. 

 

From September, the children have become confident in the basics: days of the week, months of the 

year, alphabet, numbers, shapes, and colours.  The nurturing routine of each day is regularly augmented 

with songs, games, and crafts relevant to the themes of each month.  The celebration of Thanksgiving, 

Remembrance Day, and Christmas highlighted the months of October, November and December. 

Most recently, the children took part in the baking of the traditional ñKolachyò bread and had been dili-

gently preparing for our St. Nicholas concert, held on Sunday December 13th, 2009.  The children cre-

ated the crafts that decorated the gym and had the opportunity to learn both traditional and contempo-

rary Christmas carols, and a short play, all part of the performance. 

 

Looking ahead to the New Year, we have set the date for our Open House as Tuesday, February 16th, 

2010 from 7:00pm-8:30pm.  Our Open House gives parents and children alike an opportunity to see 

our facility, meet our excellent teaching staff, and discuss programming.  If you know of anyone who 

has preschool-aged children, 3, 4, or 5 years old, please tell them about our Sadochok program.  Regis-

tration is ongoing. 

 

The date for our major fundraising event has also been set for the upcoming year.  Our annual Family 

Fun Night will be held in the Cultural Centre on Friday, May 14th from 5:00pm to 10:00pm.  Come out 

and enjoy a traditional Ukrainian dinner (holubtsi, varenyky, kobasa, dessert, beverage), opening enter-

tainment provided by the Sadochok children, a silent auction for both children and adults, and dance 

music (including a polka or 2!). For more information, please contact Leahsa or Alana at (403)264-

3437. 

 

At Sadochok, we are committed to igniting in children a passion for the Ukrainian language, traditions, 

and culture.  Please continue to assist us by referring families to our program and by supporting our 

annual fundraiser.  Together, we will ensure that future generations have the opportunity to experience 

our culture and our church. 

 

For more information about Sadochok, please visit our website at www.ukrainianpreschool.ca or call 

Maureen at (403)264-3437.  We are still accepting registrations so do not hesitate to sign-up your little 

ones and ñMAKE YOUR BABA PROUD!ò  
 

Membership Dues 

 

With the blessing of the Church Council, I will be sending out to each member and member couple a 

statement which will provide each with a balance outstanding for the current year dues (excluding 

those members who have already paid their dues).  For members who choose to pay their dues on an 

installment basis, this statement will provide an up-date for your records.  As of this writing there are 

45 members with dues in arrears for the year 2009. 

 

If any member wishes to learn about the status of their membership dues account, please phone Walter 

Ozimko at 403-282-4272. 

http://www.ukrainianpreschool.ca/


12 

ʉʣʘʚʘ ɯʩʫʩʝ ʍʨʠʩʪʫ! ʉʣʘʚʘ ʥʘ ɺʽʢʫ! Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever! 
St. Vladimirôs Choir gives warm Christian greetings to all members and adherents of our 

congregation!  
 
This is the second year where we have 3 directors leading the choir. Tim Michayluk, Elena Baker 
and Greg Syrnick all appreciate the scheduling flexibility this allows. As well it gives each of us 
the opportunity to sing the service which we all very much enjoy.  
 
We are happy to report that the balanced liturgy was fully implemented in the spring of this year. 
That means whatever is sung in Ukrainian on one Sunday, will be sung in English the following 
Sunday and vice versa. In that way, a person attending St. Vladimirôs on 2 consecutive Sundays 
will hear all parts of the service sung in both languages. 
 
For example, if this Sunday the following is sung:  
ɺʝʣʝʢʘ ɭʢʪʝʥʽʷ in Ukrainian,  
First Antiphon in English,  
ɸʥʪʠʬʦʥ 2ʠʡ i ɭʜʠʥʦʨʦʜʥʠʡ ʉʠʥʫ in Ukrainian 
Third Antiphon in English  
ɺʭʽʜʥʝ in Ukrainian 
Thrice Holy Hymn in English, etc 

 
Then the next Sunday, these same pieces are sung in the other language, namely: 

Great Litany in English 
ɸʥʪʠʬʦʥ 1ʠʡ in Ukrainian 
Second Antiphon and Glory and Only Begotten Son in English 
ɸʥʪʠʬʦʥ 3ʠʡ in Ukrainian 
Entrance Hymn in English 
ʊʨʠʩʚʷʪʝ - ʉʚʷʪʠʡ ɹʦʞʝ in Ukrainian, etc 

 
Some parts of the service are done in both languages including the Pre-Liturgy Hymns, Proki-
men, Alleluia verses, Communion verses, Prayer before Holy Communion, hymns sung during 
Holy Communion, and Psalm 33.  
 
The cantors also follow this balanced liturgy on those Sundays designated as congregational 
singing. In general we have congregational singing on the last Sunday of the month but it may 
also happen on other Sundays if there are not enough choir members present for the service. 
 
The choir was excited and honoured to sing at several weddings this last year. The Hierarchical 
Visitation of Bishop Ilarion to our congregation was another highlight and we were proud to be ac-
tively involved in the ordination of Deacon Michael Faryna into the Holy Deaconate. Our choir 
gathered for a barbeque in early September to mark the beginning of the church year and en-
joyed some friendly competition in a bocci ball tournament.  
 
We are always welcoming new choir members ï it is not a big commitment of time outside of our 
regular Divine Liturgy services. Most practices are held on Sundays for 30 minutes after service 
and we hold them when we need to prepare for a special event such as a bishopôs visit, or special 
services such as Pascha or the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour. Please contact any of the choir 
conductors for more information ï we will be pleased to answer all of your questions. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Greg Syrnick on behalf of St. Vladimirôs choir. 
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Membership Development Committee Annual Report 
Slava Isusu Khrystu!  Slava Naviki! 

Glory to Jesus Christ!  Glory Forever!  

 The publishing and distributing of 2009 Pocket Calen-

dar was greatly facilitated by the efforts of Fr. Taras 

and Peter Charuk in coordinating the information and 

funding-raising. 

 

Many of our congregation participated in our 2009 

Great Lenten Seminar with guest speaker Mother 

Melania of the Santa Barbara Monastery, San Paola, 

California, sharing with us life-changing knowledge 

on the topic of óHaving the Proper Paradigmô, óThe 

Ruling Passions and their Corresponding Virtuesô and 

óStrengthening Virtues and Killing Passionsô. 

 

Continuing in partnership with Project ñLiubov ï

Loveò, coordinated by Prof. Roman Yereniuk, the 

Membership Development Committee this year again 

assisted the most vulnerable youth in Ukraine.  Utiliz-

ing the generous donations you as a congregation have 

given to the Paschal and Christmas Charity Appeals 

and your donated items we were able at 4 packing bees 

to box and send close to 100 boxes totaling 1864 kilos 

( thatôs 2 tons!) of desperately needed clothing and sup-

plies to ñthe poorest of the poorò ïthose in orphanages, 

homes for street kids and children in school residences.  

THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all who helped with 

the donations and the packing bees!  To wind up our 

project to help the needy in our own backyard-the 

street people of Calgary; plans are in place that as we 

celebrate the Nativity of our Lord in the comfort of our 

homes and families, a meal on January 7th will be sup-

plied at the Mustard Seed by your Charity Appeal do-

nations.  We also participated in the funding and volun-

teer preparation and serving of four other meals.  In 

humble appreciation, we commend all those of St. 

Vladimirôs Congregation who, recognizing the Chris-

tian mission to provide assistance to the needy - or-

phans in our ancestral homeland Ukraine and the needy 

in our own back yard, again donated so generously 

money and their time. 

 

New members, along with all our grads who were pre-

sented with an Orthodox Study Bible or icon, were rec-

ognized at our annual Membership Appreciation and 

Grad Recognition BBQ.  With September marking the 

start of our new liturgical year, the congregation was 

treated to a Pancake Breakfast to show appreciation of 

the commitment and participation of our members. 

 

Greeting cards extending congratulations, get well or 

condolences to our parishioners on behalf of the con-

gregation continue to be looked after by Olga Ni-

kolaeva who appreciates all those whose caring hearts 

let her know who needs a card.  We continue to make 

available, in our foyer, Care Notes for the information 

and care of those in need of spiritual counsel.  

 

On behalf of the Membership Development Commit-

tee, I would like to take this opportunity to again ex-

tend our gratitude and appreciation to the members and 

adherents of St. Vladimirôs for supporting our initia-

tives for yet another year.  You continue to encourage 

us by your participation and generous support!  On be-

half of myself, I again would like to extend to members 

of the Membership Development Committee my heart-

felt appreciation of their Christian commitment, efforts 

and support throughout this past year. 

 

I can only once again extend my appreciation and grati-

tude to Fr. Taras for his continued wise and patient 

guidance and mentoring of us all in our Christian walk 

and with thanksgiving to God that this year we have 

our Associate Priest Fr. Timothy to also extend the 

same to.  I also wish to extend my gratitude and appre-

ciation to Dobr. Donna and Dobr. Julie for their 

ómotheringô presence and most welcome contributions 

on this committee. 

 

As the Chair of a committee charged with developing 

opportunities to facilitate further growth, spiritual and 

numerical, of our membership, I invite each one of you 

to participate in the community of St. Vladimirôs Ser-

vices, Bible Studies, seminars, Parish Council, commit-

tees and functions as we strive towards our Christian 

goal of becoming more and more Christ-likeé.and this 

year ɯ am most pleased to extend an invitation to all 

those who are unable to celebrate ʉʚm̫ʘ ɺʝʯʝʨʘ/Holy 

Supper in their own home with their family and friends 

- to join members of St. Vladimirôs congregation at the 

Cultural Centre on the evening of January 6th  to a Holy 

Supper potluck. More information is available in the 

Beacon or by phoning the office. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  Joan Popowich  

Chair, Membership Development Committee 
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Parish Announcements 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY: This year St. Vladimir's Ukrain-

ian Orthodox Congregation will again be assisting the less 

fortunate of our community and in Ukraine. Our congrega-

tion will be providing food for the needy through the Mus-

tard Seed and aid to orphanage in Ukraine. As we enter 

into the busy pre-Nativity period, let us pause and think 

about those that are less fortunate than we are. A sincere 

thank you is extended to all generous donors and supporters 

of this project! 

 

PRIEST'S HOLIDAYS: Please have in mind that Fr. Taras 

Krochak will be on holidays from Monday, December 21 to 

Saturday, January 2. In the event that the services of a priest 

are required during this time, please Fr. Timothy Chrapko @ 

403-453-5407. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SUPPER: The Membership Develop-

ment Committee invites you to a pot luck Christmas Eve 

Holy Supper on Wednesday, January 6 at 5 PM in the Cul-

tural Centre. Please contact Dobr. Donna @ 403-241-7742 or 

Dobr. Julie @ 403-453-5407 and let them know what dish 

you are able to contribute. Everyone is welcome regardless 

of whether or not you are able to bring a dish! 

 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED: Our local UWAC branch is in 

need of volunteers to help prepare Christmas Baskets for our 

congregation shut-ins. A volunteer is also required to be the 

UWAC representative at Parish Council Meetings. UWAC is 

also in need of a co-ordinate for Funeral Lunches. If you are 

able to assist in any one of these areas, please contact Mich-

ele @ 403-264-3437. 

 

HOLY TRINITY UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX MISSION 

PARISH OF RED DEER is in need of an Electrical, 

Mechanical and Structural Engineer who are willing to vol-

unteer their services with compiling building plans to be 

presented to the County of Red Deer as part of a land rezon-

ing application. If you know someone who is willing and 

able to assist in this way, please contact Fr. Timothy at 403-

453-5407. 

 

ATTENTION STUDENTS! Did you complete a high school 

or university level credit course in Ukrainian Studies during 

2009? You may be eligible for an award for participation and 

academic results from the Calgary Centennial Ukrainian 

Committee. Application deadline is December 31. Find de-

tails at http://www3.telus.net/enahirn1/CUC/. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: St. Vladimir's Ukrainian Orthodox Congre-

gation Membership Assessments for 2009 are now PAST 

due. If you have not yet paid your Annual Membership, 

please do so as soon as possible. Please contact Walter 

Ozimko @ 282-4272. We graciously thank you for your at-

tention to this important matter and responsibility! Please 

have in mind that Membership Dues for year 2008 are $150 

for a Single and $300 for a Family Membership! 

AUTOMATED FUNDS TRANSFER: St. Vladimir's Con-

gregation now offers Automated Funds Transfer for 

donations. Forms can be found on the information table in 

the entrance of the church or on our website by choosing 

forms on the right side. If you have any questions about the 

program, please contact James Teterenko or Lorne Calkins, 

or by emailing preauthorized.payments@stvlads.com. 

 

SOUTHERN ALBERTA MISSION PROJECT: On Sunday 

September 14th, 2008 St. Vladimirôs Ukrainian Orthodox 

Congregation officially launched our Southern Alberta Mis-

sion Project. Your congregation is asking for a voluntary 

donation of $75/member in support of this important project. 

If you wish to donate to this project, please indicate on your 

offering envelope that this is a donation for the Mission Pro-

ject in order that the congregation may track progress of this 

program. 

 

SOUTHERN ALBERTA MISSION PROJECT FUND-

RAISING UPDATE ï As of September 27, 2009 we 

have received $28,610.00 in donations to the Southern Al-

berta Mission Project since January 1, 2009. Thank you to 

those who have generously donated or have yet to do so to 

this worthy cause! 

 

FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION on Parish Council, 

Order of St. Andrew, TYC, U.W.A.C. and other events, 

please visit www.stvlads.com and view the online calendar. 

 

ANCIENT FAITH RADIO: Ancient Faith Radio is an on 

line radio station found at: http://ancientfaith.com/ providing 

audio programming of Orthodox music, prayers, readings, 

lectures and interviews. Ancient Faith Radio reflects both the 

eternality and the daily presence of our Lord Jesus Christ in 

our midst. Christ is truly in our midst and He truly ever shall 

be! Enjoy! 

 

ECHOES OF UKRAINE: Please note the new schedule for 

Echoes of Ukraine Television program, Shaw Cable Channel 

94. Echoes of Ukraine can now be seen every Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 1:00 pm on Channel 89. 

 
SOBOR 2010 -To all supporters of the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church of Canada: Sobor 2010 will be held in Winnipeg from 

July 12-18, 2010. Sobor 2010 will bring together hundreds of 

delegates from across the country. Many guests and dignitaries 

will also attend. In the spirit of the Winter Olympics 2010, your 

support of Sobor 2010 as a Gold, Silver or Bronze supporter 

would be very much appreciated as it will assist with some of 

the costs involved in organizing such a major event. A charita-

ble donation tax deductible receipt will be provided and your 

name will be printed under your selected category in our Sobor 

binder. Rates for Sobor 2010 partnership are: Gold - $1,000 

plus, Silver - $500-999 and Bronze - $100-499. Deadline for 

contributions is June 1, 2010. For further information, please 

contact Fr. Henry Lakusta @ 204-253-2434 or 204-990-9056 or 

hlakusta@shaw.ca. Thank you in advance for your support of 

Sobor 2010! 
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Ministry and Unity in the Church  

The following is a presentation delivered by Fr. Timothy 

Chrapko to the Clergy at the Western Eparchy Clergy 

Conference held on October 23, 2008 at St. Michaelôs 

Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Edmonton Alberta. 

 

Today, my dear Brothers in Christ, I have been 

asked to give a talk; I have chosen the topics of Ministry 

and Ordination. I have decided to divide my presentation 

into two main sections. I will begin with a more aca-

demic section, where I will discuss the theological 

meaning of ministry and ordination, drawing support for 

my ideas from the thoughts of some theologians, includ-

ing Zizioulas, Lossky, Staniloae, and Schmemann. Then 

I will share with you some of my own reflections, and 

personal opinions regarding this topic and how we might 

apply it to help us move our pastorship into the future. It 

is not my hope in this presentation to teach you any-

thing; to be honest, you probably know more than me 

about this subject. It is my hope to perhaps refresh a 

memory, spark an idea, or begin a discussion that will be 

valuable to us at this point in our gathering. I encourage 

you at the end of my presentation to ask questions, and 

together we will strive to gain a greater understanding of 

how enhancing our ministry can bring a sense of spiri-

tual renewal to our parishes and perhaps to ourselves as 

well. 

In most modern discussions regarding Ministry 

and Ordination, we are able to notice that these two as-

pects appear to be inseparable. It must be stated; how-

ever, that this type of mindset is ultimately borrowed 

from the realm of scholastic theology, and is not present 

in the most traditional Orthodox approach to these sub-

jects. We are able to state that some of the characteristics 

used in this sort of approach are useful to us in that they 

provide us with the ability to view ordination within the 

narrowed scope of the context within which we find 

ministry taking place. In the first place, ministry and or-

dination are ultimately approached as autonomous sub-

jects, as they are examined apart from other theological 

concepts such as Christology and Trinitarian Theology. 

Furthermore, we are able to state that in the scholastic 

approach, which unfortunately has even begun to influ-

ence Orthodox Theologians in this day in age, Christol-

ogy is separated from the rest of systematic theology, 

and treated as its own autonomous subject, and therefore 

not a part of Trinitarian theology, and ecclesiology. This 

way of thinking ultimately gives momentum to Christo-

monistic tendencies in the understanding of the person 

and ministry of Jesus Christ. This approach causes a 

great deal of difficulty, for through this approach it be-

comes nearly impossible to relate the ministry of the 

Church to that of Christ. It is for this reason that we 

must state that the subjects of Ordination and ministry 

are to be approached and examined in the context of the 

entire concrete ecclesial community, rather than in re-

gards to the individual person, his ontology or function 

within ministry itself.   

 In order to truly understand the 

depth of the Orthodox Christian perspective on this dis-

cussion of Ordination and Ministry, we must look no 

further than the Fathers of the Church. Through this ob-

servation we are able to see that ultimately there is no 

room for this notion of autonomy between Ordination 

and ministry. This is apparent in that the Fathers of the 

Church place a great deal of emphasis on the relation of 

the Churchôs ministry to that of the person and ministry 

of Jesus Christ.  

 To summarize the central un-

derlying themes of Patristic thought in regards to minis-

try, we are able to state that there is no ministry in the 

Church outside of the ministry of Jesus Christ:  

ñA priest is nothing without the priesthood of Jesus 

Christ. He is a priest only to the degree that he has 

united to the person and work of the saviourò (Gillet). 

This notion is so engrained in patristic thought that there 

does not appear to be a separation of the earthly ministry 

of the Church from that of Christôs ministry. This conti-

nuity which is rooted in the New Testament itself ap-

pears as an organic progression in the life of the Church. 

It is important for us to note how truly natural this pro-

gression appeared to the Fathers of the Church. In the 

words of John Zizioulas:  

The identification of the Churchôs ministry with 

that of Christ has gone beyond the Theology of 

the Fathers, and entered into the liturgical life of 

the ancient Church in a decisive way: in the 

Eucharist, [for] Christ is not only the one who is 

offered and receives, but also the one who of-

fers.  

We are able to see that this is indeed the case, in the 

worshiping life of the Church, in that among the earliest 

texts of Eucharistic prayer, (i.e. The Liturgy of St. 

James) does not appear to contain this notion of Christ 

as the offered and the offerer. This thought in regards to 

Christ is found in the liturgies of the Patristic age, 

among Fathers such as St. John Chrysostom, and St. 

Basil the Great. Enrico Mazza states that such thought 

regarding Christ as offerer and offered ultimately be-

longs to the realm of Patristic Mystagogy. 

Lossky continues on this line of thought as he says:  

ñA new reality came into the world, a body more 

perfect then the world ï the Church, founded on 

a two-fold divine economy, the work of Christ, 

and the work of the Holy Spirit, the two persons 

of the Holy Trinity sent into the worldò.   
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This identification between the ministry of Christ and 

the ministry of the Church, which the Fathers so greatly 

emphasize, is only possible if we allow our Christologi-

cal perceptions to be tempered in and through the Holy 

Spirit. This is solely possible if we are able to see that 

that ministry of Christ is ultimately initiated by the Fa-

ther who is in action to send the Son to fulfill His dis-

pensation for us. Through coming into the world, Christ 

is thus able to draw all people into participation into the 

life of the structure of supreme love, the Holy Trinity 

(Staniloae). We are able to see that with this understand-

ing in mind, there is no possible way that Christ can be 

disassociated from the Holy Spirit, as in the case in the 

scholastic approach, for it is in and through the Holy 

Spirit that Christ is born unto the world, and also 

through this same Holy Spirit that Christ became able to 

initiate His ministry on earth, and ultimately, through 

whom this ministry continues unbroken to this day. 

Through this we are able to see that the pre-eternal mis-

sion of the Logos has its continuity, alive and well in the 

ministry of the Church. We are able to say that the Holy 

Spirit completes and continues the ministry engaged by 

the entire Triune God, which is ultimately the ministry 

of salvation.  

In expressing the fullness of the ministry contin-

ued through the Holy Spirit in the Church, it is essential 

for us to understand that in no way does the ministry of 

the Church find herself engaged in, or represent a period 

of transition, or interim status in the overall history of 

salvation, but rather it exists as an expression of the total 

economy of the salvific work of the Triune God 

(Staniloae). It is for this very reason that we are not able 

to speak of ministry in general terms that are dependent 

upon chromos or created time, such as the division of 

ministry past (i.e. Christ in the Holy Land) and Present 

(i.e. the Church in the 21st century), but we must also 

look at it in the sense of future as well, namely in that it 

preserves eschatological hope, of sharing in the very life 

of God, by offering a foretaste of that life to all people 

here and now (Zizioulas). This hope is spoken of in the 

future sense in that its cause and source is found in the 

eschata. In light of this, we are able to state that the rela-

tion between the ministry of the Church and that of 

Christ is to ultimately be viewed in terms of soteriology, 

which without a doubt has a deep and lasting impact on 

human beings, and through mankind, the entire cosmos. 

For, ñManôs primary calling is to be the priest of all 

creation, to bring the entire cosmos into communion 

with God,ò says Fr. Alexander Schmemann. We must be 

clear, however, that this soteriological view of ministry 

must remain intact as the patristic fathers would main-

tain, meaning that we do not speak so much of an act of 

justice done by Christ in order to obtain forgiveness for 

the disobedience of mankind, but; rather, it is intended 

to mean the realization of Theosis, as communion of 

man-and through him all creation- with the life of the 

Trinity. Therefore, we are able to state that the Ministry 

of the Church must realize in the here and now, the 

salvific work of Christ, which involves a personal en-

counter (communion we may say), and experience of the 

presence of the one who saves. For ñHe who has chosen 

to live in Christ should cling to the Heart and that Head, 

for we obtain life from No other sourceò (Cabasilas). 

We must say that in establishing the approach 

that states that the interrelation of the ministry of Christ 

with the ministry of the Church, we have ultimately af-

fected our understanding of the role of the Holy Spirit in 

ministry. It is thusly that we begin to understand the 

ministry of Christ, and then ultimately as an extension of 

the ministry of Christ, the ministry of the Church, as be-

ing a movement and action of the Holy Trinity, for this 

ministry is instigated or inaugurated by the will of the 

Father, who sends the Son, whose work is completed by 

the Holy Spirit. It is also this same Holy Spirit that 

serves as the connection between the mission of Christ 

and the ministry of the Church. There exists an interde-

pendence between ministry and the venue in which min-

istry is most often experienced, this being the Christian 

community, as both are produced by the working and 

participation of the Holy Spirit. By this example, we are 

able to state that we ultimately do not possess that ability 

of knowing what the nature of ministry is apart from that 

Christian Community; however, it must also be said that 

we cannot first establish our idea of what this commu-

nity is, and then look back at the notion of ministry 

through these parameters. Thus we are able to see the 

true interdependence of Ministry and the Christian Com-

munity, and that this ministry can only find its source in 

a community in which the Holy Spirit is active.    

With this in mind, it is then possible for us to 

better understand the theological, liturgical as well as 

practical aspects of Ordination. According to practices 

that date back to the patristic age, and beyond, Ordina-

tions are linked to a specific altar, meaning that the or-

dained are not ordained at large, but are ordained for a 

specific altar, and ultimately linked to a concrete Chris-

tian community, who has a say in their Ordination, in 

that it is an election. Additionally, ordinations must take 

place within the context of the Eucharistic gathering. 

Both of these requirements point us towards the realiza-

tion of a link between ministry and community. The Fa-

thers of the Church make it exceptionally clear that there 

is to be a solid link between Ordination and the Eucha-

rist. This is because in the greatest sense of the word, the 

Eucharist IS community. It is in and through the Eucha-

rist that the Church becomes what it ought to be, for the 
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Eucharist is the community rather than an action 

or a ñthingò undertaken by the community. In the Eucha-

rist Christ is present in the here and now as the realiza-

tion of Godôs communication and desire for communion 

with mankind. Soteriologically speaking, it is in the 

Eucharist that we see the natural birthplace and exten-

sion of the ministry of the Church. This is because, ñthe 

Eucharist is the backbone of each particular component 

of Christôs body spread thorough out the 

worldò (Metropolitan Emilianos). The Eucharist is the 

true foundation of every parish, and what makes each of 

them joined to the next, spanning all space and time. The 

Eucharist is where faithful from all over the world, as 

well as members of the Church militant and triumphant 

meet together. These faithful gather together not only to 

see each other, but also the respond with all of their 

heart and soul to Christ, the host of this mystical ban-

quet. We do not partake of anything other than the Lo-

gos who became incarnate, suffered for us, rose from the 

dead and ascended into heaven. We as a community of 

believers receive Christ within ourselves, both in His 

divinity and His humanity. ñIt is thusly that we live in 

Christ and Christ lives in usò (Cabasilas).   

In discussing the subject of ministry, we often 

encounter questions that address the subject of the origin 

of ministry, and how it is transmitted in the Church. It is 

implied that ordination is ultimately a transmission of 

this ministry, through the transmission of Grace, and 

thus linking the candidate with the succession of those 

who have come before him. We must ultimately state 

that in order for the ministry of the Church to be effec-

tive in the world in which it is intended to function, Min-

istry must be at its very core, relational in nature. The 

ministry of the Church must be and remain what it is 

revealed to be in the Eucharist, the fullness of the Holy 

Spirits action in a true Christian Community. It is in this 

way that the Church begins her ministry in the most con-

crete way, for the ministry of the Church has then be-

come incarnational. The Church relates to the world 

through and in her ministry by being involved in the 

world. It is through this action that the Church goes 

about the process of sanctifying the world and consecrat-

ing that which is fallen to God once again. The nature of 

this ministry is not found in the Church addressing and 

dealing with the world and its brokenness, but rather 

from the Church acting with compassion for the fallen 

world and its people.  

It is ministry that ultimately makes the concrete 

Christian community and the ordained person relational, 

not only to each other, and to the world at large, but also 

to other communities that exist in the world. This is be-

cause the sin of prideful individualism is overcome by 

the working and inner involvement of the Holy Spirit. It 

is essential that in her ministry, the Church reflect the 

here and now, as well as the everywhere and always 

catholicity of the Church, thus unifying ministry both in 

time and in space. This notion strongly suggests a Eu-

charistic element, for it is through the Eucharist that a 

community becomes open in this way, and thus over-

comes the divisions caused by time and space. Thus the 

Eucharist is offered not just on earth but before the very 

throne of God and with the company of all the saints, 

living and departed, as well as in the name of the mili-

tant church in the worldò (Zizioulas). It is for this reason 

that we are able to state that the Eucharist is truly offered 

in ñbehalf of all and for all.ò 

Having now discussed something of the nature 

of the ministry of the Church, I feel that it is now impor-

tant to discuss, to a degree, the practical side of this min-

istry, in its most relatable form, that being pastorship. 

The mission of the Church is, as we have discussed pre-

viously, something that is executed by the entire church, 

the people of God as well as its clergy. The priest is not 

some sort of super-Christian, who bears with him an on-

tological change that makes him above all other believ-

ers. Instead, the priest is first and foremost a Baptized 

Christian, who has been entrusted with the special re-

sponsibility of leading the carrying out of the Churchôs 

ministry, through the Grace imparted at his ordination. 

We are made well aware through the letters of St. Paul, 

in the New Testament, that there are many forms of min-

istry in the Church, that fulfill a variety of needs at a 

given time or place.  

To further our discussion regarding the ministry 

of Christ, we are able to state with confidence, that not 

only is Christ our High Priest, as we hear in the Epistle 

to the Hebrews, but we also state that in the truest sense 

of the word, the Ministry of Christ is fundamentally Di-

aconal. This statement can be made due to the fact that 

the Ministry of Christ is first and foremost one of Ser-

vice, for Christ himself serves the whole body of the 

Church, including the priests on whom he has bestowed 

His special responsibility, and thus called them to have a 

share in His life and ministry. As we have already stated, 

the continuation of Christôs ministry happens through 

the power and operation of the Holy Spirit. It is this 

same Holy Spirit that each member of the Church re-

ceives through Chrismation, which ultimately is ordina-

tion into the Royal Priesthood, or the Priesthood of all 

believers. It is the Spirit that is able to steer the life of all 

of the faithful toward God.  The mission of the laos to

u theon - is accomplished in that worshipful movement 

toward God, and even more so in the movement of the 

Christian witness and presence into the world. It is the 

role of the clergy to adequately equip the royal priest-
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priesthood for this mission of attempting to con-

vert the world into a sacramental expression to God. In 

its worship, the Church stands as a representative of the 

world before God, giving thanks and being enriched 

through its liturgical life. It is in this way that the Church 

begins to live eucharistically, in giving thanks on behalf 

of the Cosmos. It must also be stated that essential to the 

mission of the Royal Priesthood is the active building up 

of the worshiping community of believers.  

It may be stated that in the current practice of 

the Orthodox Church, there appears to be a tendency to 

isolate the components of the organism of ministry, in 

which we see the separation of the Baptized from those 

that are of the world, and even the Clergy being sepa-

rated from the parish. This separation of the baptized 

from the rest of the world in which they live calls to 

mind the words of a dear friend of mine, Fr. Silas who 

once said to me: ñFar too many Orthodox Priests are 

curators of aquariums and not fishers of menò, and how 

true that statement is in this day in age, where it appears 

that many of us are worried about keeping those bap-

tized fish that we have in the pews, and not so concerned 

about casting out nets out into the water of the world 

around us, to extend the ministry of the Church to those 

in the world who are in need of it.  This practice of seg-

regation and Clericalization is ultimately counterproduc-

tive to the mission and ministry of the Church, for relig-

ion has become something exclusively reserved for the 

sanctuary, and thus is in danger of losing its ability to 

shape the world view of the faithful, and thus transform-

ing the world and sanctifying it. In this task of the sanc-

tification of the world, both the clergy as well as the la-

ity share a responsibility. For if the ministry of the 

Church to be affective in this day in age, it is essential 

that a rediscovery of the ministry of the Church, in its 

true sense, be undertaken. By this I mean to state that the 

ministry of the Church can no longer be strictly the duty 

of the clergy, but rather it must be stated that the minis-

try of the Church, through the operation of the Holy 

Spirit, must flow forth from the Chalice through the 

hearts of both clergy and laity into the world around us.  

In a world that appears to be becoming more and 

more morally corrupt by the hour, the ministry of the 

Church appears to be facing some insurmountable odds 

standing in the way of the Church fulfilling her mission, 

and effectively carrying out her ministry in this decaying 

world. Orthodox Christian spirituality goes great lengths 

to answer the questions that exist among people, espe-

cially on the North American continent. However, the 

question remains as to how the Church is to maintain 

proclaiming Godôs love in a world filled with suffering. 

The classical approach to this question is in this case is 

to state that the Love of God is visible in the world 

through the incarnation of Jesus Christ. However, this 

analogy is only beneficial for one who already has faith 

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the second person of 

the Holy Trinity sent into the world for the sake of man-

kind. However, if one does not know Jesus Christ, has 

not had an experience of His Grace and Love, this state-

ment is essentially putting the cart before the horse, and 

they are only able to associate the love, peace and pres-

ence of Christ, with the supposed hypocrisy that they see 

from Christians around them. It is because of these per-

ceptions that exist in the world that statements regarding 

the love of God present in the world through the incarna-

tion are devoid of meaning, and empty. The only answer 

that exists to these perceptions is faith, but not faith on 

its own, but also conviction. The faith we possess must 

ultimately alter our life and forever change us, the way 

we act, the way we speak, the way we live. It was once 

said: ñGo throughout the nations of the world and preach 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and if you must, use wordsò 

This statement is also true for us in this day in age, for 

we must rediscover that conviction that made the mar-

tyrs willing to: ñgo to their graves like 

bedsò (Shakespeare), and from this faith, we attempt to 

sanctify the totality of our life and our time. Sanctify not 

only Sunday but every day of the week, trying in all 

ways possible to imitate Christ. In order for this to take 

place, it is essential that the ministry of the Church be 

fully realized in the context of the Eucharistic commu-

nity, for it is only through this community that ministry 

will flow forth and be effective in this desperate and 

hungry world. It is my hope that my talk today has 

sparked some ideas and questions in your minds that we 

may now discuss, because I am excited by the prospect 

of us all growing together, that we may learn from each 

other, be guided by the Holy Spirit, and together lead 

our parishes into the future which will be full of hope, 

not doubt. Thank you. 
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What Will It Take to Change Our Church? 
By Fr. Andrew Jarmus 

Former Director of Missions, Education and Communications, Winnipeg, Manitoba 

 

I doubt if there is a single committed member of the U.O.C.C. who has not asked the question, "What 

is it going to take to turn things around for our Church?" Sometimes they may be speaking of the 

Church in general and other times they may be referring to their parish. Regardless, in both cases they 

express a concern that the current trends in the life of our communities has become unmanageable. Par-

ishes continue to face declining membership. Individuals wrestle with contemporary issues that get 

more complicated day by day ("Better living through science."). Priests feel more and more pressure to 

be "relevant," "popular," and "with the times." 

 

Like the addict on the verge of recovery, we know that there is a problem, but we have no idea what to 

do about it. Also like the addict, knowing that something is wrong is not enough to make things better. 

We must take concrete steps towards pulling out of the downward spiral in which many people feel our 

Church is stuck. In this work of healing and rebuilding (or "rebooting") our Church life, each member 

must take personal responsibility for effecting change. A person with an addiction will, at first, try to 

place the blame for his/her problem on every external source s/he can think of. "If my coach wasnôt so 

hard on me, I wouldnôt drink so much." "If my family will just back off, Iôll quit gambling on my 

own." "If I get my promotion at work, Iôll stop over eating." Each of these statement reflects an effort 

to shed oneself of oneôs responsibility for growth and healing. 

 

If we listen closely at parish executive meetings, coffee hours and other community functions through-

out the country, will we hear similar statements regarding our Church. "If the priest would just learn to 

speak English (or Ukrainian) betteré" "If the choir sounded niceré" "If the Church would get with 

the times on moral issuesé" "If the older members would just listen to the needs of the youthé" "If 

the youth would just respect the customs of the older membersé" Each of these statements might bear 

some truth. However, knowing and articulating these things helps no one if we are not willing to ask 

ourselves, "What do I need to change about myself that would help my Church?" 

 

People spend a great deal of time and personal energy agonizing over the failures and faults of others. 

We would be much better off if we spent even half of that much time looking honestly at ourselves. 

Thus, in the Gospel of Matthew (7:3-6) Jesus warns us: "Why, then, do you look at the speck in your 

brotherôs eye and pay no attention to the log in your own eye? How dare you say to your brother, 

óPlease, let me take the speck out of your eye,ô when you have a log in your own eye? You hypocrite! 

First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will be able to see clearly to take the speck out of 

your brotherôs eye."(cf. Luke 5:41,42) The devil tempts us to judge and complain about the failings of 

others, because he knows that when we do this we are neglecting the important spiritual work of exam-

ining ourselves. 

 

Ultimately, the only thing we truly have a complete hand in changing is ourselves. I cannot change the 

decision of a past Sobor. There is no guarantee that I can alter the way someone thinks about the mis-

sion of the Church. What will it take to change our Church? Courage needed by every individual mem-

ber to change themselves, more and more conforming to God's will and the calling He has given each 

of us. Since each of us is part of the Churchðthe Body of Christðwhen the members grow and heal, 

the whole body experiences growth and healing. 
 



21 

 

 

 

 

Kidsõ Corner 

 

 



22 

Article taken from ñA WAY OF LIFE: Introducing your child to the Orthodox Faithò by Ann Marie Gidus-Mecera 


