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FROM FR. TARAS 

ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÐÎÆÄÀªÒÜÑß!  ÑËÀÂ²ÌÎ ÉÎÃÎ!  

Another calendar year has quickly come and gone and we find ourselves on the threshold of 
celebrating one of the most joyous feasts of the year - the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord, God 
and Saviour Jesus Christ with all of the festivities that go along with such an important Holy Day.  
As we approach and get ready to celebrate this significant historic event and the New Year that 
quickly follows it, it is also important that we pause and reflect upon the importance of this feast, 
of the Incarnation of the Son of God.  We need to be asking ourselves:  “What does this event 
have to do with me personally?  Do I even care that Christ was born so many centuries ago in a 
tiny little village so many thousands of miles away from me?” 

We should indeed care deeply about this event, for, because of humanity's disobedience to its 
Creator, we lost the ability to live forever.  Sin entered into the world separated us from God.  The 
only way that this separation could be ever overcome and healed was by way of the incarnation, 
life, suffering, death and glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God.  The 
Holy Bible reminds us of this important truth:  “While we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God by the death of His Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His 
life” (Rom. 5:10).  

Even though the Bible reminds us that we are in need of a Saviour, there are those who think 
that we do not need Christ, that we can do just as well without Him.  Such people are blinded by 
their pride and arrogance.  Their pride prevents them from seeing their shortcomings.  Their pride 
prevents them from reaching out to God in order that He may soften their hearts.  Their arrogance 
prevents them from admitting that they have sinned and now require forgiveness of their trans-
gressions, for: “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).  Such people, be-
cause of lack of humility and an over abundance of self-reliance, betray themselves, for “If we say 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 Jn. 1:8).  

While living in a world that constantly encourages us to place ourselves above everyone and 
everything else,, even God, we ought to be reminded of our need for a Heavenly Redeemer and 
Healer.  St. Gregory of Nysa put it this way:  “Do you ask why God was born among men?  Here 
is the reason for God’s presence among men.  Our nature was sick and needed a doctor.  Man had 
fallen and needed someone to raise him up.  He who had ceased to participate in good needed 
someone to bring him back to it.  He who was under the yoke of slavery to sin was looking for 
someone to set him free.  Are these trifling and unworthy reasons to impel God to become incar-
nate?” 

Yes, we need the Incarnate Christ!  We need Him to come into our lives.  We need Him to 
guide our steps.  We need Him to forgive our transgressions and heal us.  We need Him to show 
us the way to the salvation of our souls.  Let us, therefore, embrace His incarnation and glorify 
Him with humble hearts and minds, by placing Him at the very center of our lives.  Only then will 
we be able to find the “peace on earth” that our souls desperately long for.  Let us welcome His 
blessed Nativity with true joy and may that joy and healing be with us throughout the New Year.   

Christ is Born!  Let us Glorify Him! 
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SCHEDULE OF JANUARY 2012 DIVINE SERVICES 

Monday, November 28 to Friday, January 6 - Nativity Fast (St. 
Philip’s Fast) 

 

Saturday, December 31 - NO DIVINE SERVICE. 

 

Sunday, January 1 - Divine Liturgy - 9:30 AM. 

 

Friday, January 6 - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST - 
Great Compline with Litia - 9:00 PM.  

 

Saturday, January 7 - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST - Nativity Divine Liturgy - 10:00 AM.  

 

Saturday, January 7 - Vespers and Confession - 6:30 PM. 

 

Sunday, January 8 - SYNAXIS OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTO-
KOS - Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM.  

 

Monday, January 9 - STEPHEN THE PROTOMARTYR - Divine 
Liturgy 10:00 AM. 
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A Message From the Parish Council President 

I hope each of you have had a wonderful autumn and are now prepared for the up-
coming feast of  the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! 
 
I am very happy to report that we had very little turnover on the Parish Council from 
2011 to 2012. Having continuity on the Council benefits the congregation and 
makes some aspects of Parish Council work easier. We thank you for entrusting us 
with the administration of our parish facilities and programs.  
 
I’d like to thank all of the people who have remained committed to volunteering 
their time, energy and skills on one of the many committees that keep our congre-
gation running. 
 
I am seeing a revitalization of the Social Committee and personally am looking for-
ward to some additional social events being presented in 2012. I invite you all to 
come and participate in those events – they are always lots of fun and a great way 
to meet new people or get to know others better. 
 
Our Cultural Centre continues to be a hub of activity and I am pleased to report that 
we have many long term tenants as well as weekend bookings. We have also 
hosted a number of Ukrainian community events this fall such as the Remem-
brance Day ceremonies, the annual Holodomor Commemoration, and the Ukrain-
ian Carol Festival. 
 
On behalf of the Parish Council, we pray that you and your family have a blessed 
and joyful Nativity season! 
 
••••••• !"#$"%•&•'( )*"+,•- .•/•(  
 
Greg Syrnick 
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Order of St. Andrew 
Calgary Chapter 

404 Meredith Rd. N.E., Calgary, AB. T2E 5A6 
 

Slava Isusu Khrystu! 
 
December 2011 
 
This report will serve to update parishioners and the St. Vladimir community on the Calgary 
Chapter of the Order of St. Andrew.  We have twenty-nine members.  This year we welcomed 
Pobratym Wayne Sushko and Pobratym Morris Pawlyshyn into the Order; on a sad note, we 
suffered the loss of Pobratym Lawrence Yuzda who fell asleep in the Lord in May.  Our fi-
nances are sound and we enjoy the ongoing support of both our members and the parish 
community.  
 
In 2011, the Order held three general meetings in addition to its Annual General Meeting. We 
served pie and ice cream at coffee hour following Divine Liturgy on two occasions - December 
5th 2010 and June 12th 2011.  The community continues to show its appreciation for our ef-
forts by donating very generously to support us.  We placed Christmas and Easter greetings 
in The Herald.  We continue to participate in the annual Holodomor commemoration ceremony 
in November by laying a wreath and forming an honour guard.  We also form an honour guard 
on our Patron Saint name’s day each December and we supervise baskets on Easter morn-
ing during the Paschal Liturgy.   
 
On September 29th, we held our major fundraiser of the year.  Forty-nine guests enjoyed a 
wonderful evening of dining and fellowship at the Elks Golf and Country Club.  Members of 
our chapter and spouses, as well as other supporters, raised approximately $3,500 for the St. 
Andrew’s College Macenko Chair of Ukrainian Church Music. As has been the tradition for 
several years, our chapter organized the observance of Remembrance Day last month where 
our lay organizations and our youth participate with our members and the community in mark-
ing this solemn occasion.   
 
Three of our members attended the Order of St Andrew Biennial General Meeting held in Ed-
monton in August.  This was an opportunity to exchange with other Chapters and to renew old 
friendships  On a positive note, St. Andrew’s College has experienced a good financial year; 
however, housed in a fifty year old facility, its capital needs are understandably great.  Our 
financial position allowed us to recently donate $1,000 to the College designated for capital 
projects.  We also made a $200 donation to our parish. 
 
The primary purpose of the Order of St. Andrew is to provide financial assistance to St. An-
drew’s College.  I encourage our parish community to continue to support the College and our 
local chapter.  If we do not support the College, who will?  If we do not support the College 
now, then when will we?   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paul Amiot 
President 
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Membership Development Committee Annual Report 
  

Chrystos Razdayetsa!  Slavit Yohom! 
Christ is Born!  Praise Him! 

On behalf of St. Vladimir’s MDC, I am pleased to bring forward this final report of the year. We want 
to thank our church membership who both volunteer for and support our activities. Our work could not 
be done without this support! 
 
We started off the year with a Potluck Nativity Eve dinner on January 6th. Approximately 62 people 
attended the dinner this year and participated in carolling. 
 
MDC was particularly pleased to complete the Orthodox Resource (ORC) this year. The renovated and 
comfortable ORC space retains books, journals, and CD’s in the areas of Divinity, Liturgical, Histori-
cal and Contemporary issues related to Orthodoxy. Internet access is also available. The ORC was 
blessed by His Grace Bishop Ilarion on April 2, 2011. This was the same day as our Lenten Retreat. 
Despite very inclement weather, over 50 people participated. Attendees were engaged and informed by 
our guest speaker, Very Rev. Fr. Taras Udod. Both the ORC and the annual Lenten Retreat are wonder-
ful opportunities to explore our Orthodoxy faith and its relevance in today’s often confusing world. 
MDC has been able to carry on with two important outreach activities started several years ago. Pack-
ing bees for shipping, primarily clothes, to orphanages and senior centres in Ukraine under the guid-
ance of Project Lubov were conducted on March 27 and November 6. We are very thankful for all the 
donated items but do face a space challenge for storage. Our packing bees will be scheduled for April 
and Sept. next year and request that you bring in your donated items during the month leading up to the 
packing bee. Preparing and serving meals at Mustard Seed occurred on June 24   and November 25. 
Both of these activities can only occur with the generosity of time and money from our congregation. 
 
Another Major project for MDC was to create a ‘Welcome Package’. The Welcome Package is an in-
troduction to St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox Congregation and Cultural Centre. It is intended to 
reflect the richness of our religious and cultural base and the variety of activities available in our con-
gregation community. The first edition was available in early June and was distributed at the Ukrainian 
festival and to membership. Since then, MDC has been focusing on enhancing the document to include 
areas that were missing. The second edition will available early in the New Year. 
 
We were very pleased to host a graduation recognition luncheon to honour 4 high school graduates 
(Breanna Borys, Nerima Gryba, Julianna Michayluk and Svayatoslav Koval) and 4 post-secondary 
graduates (Alicia Woloschuk, Mykola Makowsky, Lucia Trischuk, and Rev. Fr. Michael Faryna). This 
was held on May 29. We are very proud of the accomplishments of our youth. In addition, MDC hosted 
a Pancake Breakfast on Sept 11 to welcome back congregation members for our new church year. 
This fall, the MDC has been focusing discussion on Orthodox youth and looking at ways we might in-
volve orthodox youth who might be studying at our post-secondary institutions or working in the Cal-
gary area. We would welcome ideas from our congregation on how to make these connections. 
MDC wishes all members health and happiness in the future.  
 
God Bless! 
Marlene Mysak, Chair 
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St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox Congregation  

....is putting a LIGHTED CANDLE in our window AS THE TIME HONORED TRADI-
TIONAL INVITATION TO COME IN AND JOIN OUR CHURCH FAMILY IN 

CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, OUR SAVIOR! 

You are Cordially invited to our 

Potluck 

Holy Supper 

 
••••• •!"!#•  

6:00 pm, Friday, January 6, 2012, Doors open at 5:00 pm 

Koliady /Carols at 7:30pm Great Complines Service 9:00pm  

Items to bring: 

1. Kolochi (3)  
2. Kutia  

3. Borsch  
4. Pickled Herring  
5. Pickled Beets  

6. Fish  
7. Pyrohy  

8. Holobtsi  
9. Vegetables:Bean Dish  

10. Beet Dish 
11.  Mushroom Dish  

12. Dessert  
13. Pastries  

to make reservations and pick your Potluck item  

please call: Dobr. Donna @ 403-241-7742 or Dobr. Julie @ 403-453-5407 
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Church School  Greetings 
 

Church School welcomes 4 new families for the 2011  term.  We 
welcome all  children to join us each Sunday from 9:30 to 10:30. 
Then the children will share The Divine Liturgy with their parents. 
 
We have been practicing for the St. Mykolay Program, which we 
will share with Sadochok on the 18th of December.  We are learning 
the spirit of giving to those in need.  The children will contribute to 
the Interfaith Food Bank on this day just as St. Mykolay did. 
 
Our second mini-children’s Malanka is in its planning stage . This 
special social will give the children and parents opportunity to get 
together and enjoy each others company. 
 
The children have been taking the Nativity and their Bible Study 
with great interest. A visit to the museum’s Rizdvo Display will help 
to explain traditions we wish to instil in our children so they  may 
enjoy the celebration of the Nativity 
 
We take this opportunity to extend our warm wishes for this joyous 
season. Christ is Born! ÕÐÈÑÒÎÑ ÐÎÆÄÀªÒÜÑß!  

 
In Christ: 
The children of church school and their families 
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St Vladimir's Sadochok Updates 
 
2011-12 Registration & Class Information 
Sadochok's 2011-12 pre-school season is well underway with new expanded programming to 
better serve our community. Space is still available and registration is ongoing throughout the 
year. 
 
NEW for January 2012: we want to add a Friday mixed ages program (2.5 - 5 years old) from 
8:30am-5pm pending enrollment of at least 8 fullday equivalent students - half day option is 
also available. Cost per month for half-day/full-day: $70/$140 for St Vladimir's members, $75/
$150 for non-members. To register for this or our other existing programs (below), please 
visit www.ukrainianpreschool.com. 
 
Sadochok continues to offer: 
- NEW - 4 year old full day program (Tuesday/Thursday 8:30am-5:00pm) 
- 4 year old morning program (Tuesday/Thursday 8:30am-12:00pm, optional lunch program 
available 12:00-1:00pm) 
- 3 year old morning program (Monday/Wednesday 9:15am-12:00pm, optional lunch program 
available 12:00-1:00pm) 
 
Sadochok provides a warm, accepting environment that stimulates creative, emotional, so-
cial, intellectual and physical growth for children. Our innovative, loving and varied pre-school 
program includes free play, circle time, singing, physical activity, story telling, cultural oppor-
tunities, learning centres and snack time. No previous knowledge of Ukrainian required. 
 
Other Updates: 
- Summer Camps 2011 - Sadochok was thrilled to host a very successful Summer Camp pro-
gram. From July 4-8 and July 11-15, we welcomed a total of 18 children who experienced a 
fun-filled, all-day camp including cooking, embroidery, crafts, playground outings, dancing 
and more. 
- Playground - Our current playground passed a recent inspection and met Alberta Health 
Services codes.  This included adding 10 cubic meters of gravel - a whole dump truck load! - 
to provide better protection for our children around the play structure. Sadochok looks for-
ward to working with St. Vladimir's Land Development Committee to develop the playground 
space and surrounding area to meet the needs of all parish groups. 
 
At Sadochok, we are committed to igniting in children a passion for Ukrainian language, tradi-
tions, and culture. Word of mouth referrals remain our best promotion! Please continue to as-
sist us by referring families to our program and by supporting our annual fundraiser on May 
25, 2012. Together, we will ensure that future generations have the opportunity to experience 
our culture and our church. 
 
For more information about Sadochok, please visit our newly updated website at 
www.ukrainianpreschool.ca or call Michele at (403) 264-3437. 
 
MAKE YOUR BABA PROUD! 
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From the Choir 
 

St. Vladimir’s Congregation Choir is looking forward to the singing in the upcom-
ing Nativity Holy Days as well as the Feast of Jordan. If you would like to join us 
in song during this joyous season, please know that you will be welcomed.  
 
The choir hosted the Ukrainian Carol Festival at our cultural centre this year and 
the event was a resounding success and was extremely well attended. You can 
watch the choir performances on the television program “Echoes of Ukraine”.  
 
We presented 2 pieces: 

a version of “•••••• !"•••• ” that we first introduced about 5 years ago, 
and, 

a beautiful arrangement of “# $%&'% #()*(+,%” that was very well received 
by the audience. It was all the more special because the arrangement was 
done by Tim Michayluk, one of the 3 directors of the choir. 

 
I would like to thank Elena Shcherbina-Baker for organizing the event, Tim 
Michayluk for his work with the sound systems, Michele Faryna and Bohdan 
Paly for the preparations in the cultural centre and for finding extra choir risers 
to supplement our own, Maryann Kowalsky for coordinating the reception for the 
choirs after the performance, and everyone who assisted them to make this a 
great success.  
 
Greg Syrnick 
 

Membership Dues 
The St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox Congregation Annual General Meeting on Decem-
ber 4, 2011, has approved an increase to the annual church membership dues for the year 
2012 by $25.00. 
 

Please note that the Membership Dues for the year 2012 are $175 for a Single and $350 for 
a Family Membership.  
 
I will be preparing a statement to the members that have made advance payments towards 
their 2012 dues adjusting for the balance owing. 
 
If you wish to learn more about the status of your Membership Dues Account, please tele-
phone Walter Ozimko @ 403-282-4272. 
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Kids’ Corner 

 
 



21 

Article taken from “A WAY OF LIFE: Introducing your child to the Orthodox Faith” by Ann Marie Gidus-Mecera 
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Picture taken from “A WAY OF LIFE: Introducing your child to the Orthodox Faith” by Ann Marie Gidus-Mecera 

Please colour me! 
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Article taken from “A WAY OF LIFE: Introducing your child to the Orthodox Faith” by Ann Marie Gidus-Mecera 
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Picture taken from “A WAY OF LIFE: Introducing your child to the Orthodox Faith” by Ann Marie Gidus-Mecera 

Please colour me! 
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Article taken from “A WAY OF LIFE: Introducing your child to the Orthodox Faith” by Ann Marie Gidus-Mecera 
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Picture taken from “A WAY OF LIFE: Introducing your child to the Orthodox Faith” by Ann Marie Gidus-Mecera 

Please colour me! 


